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On a weekend of mixed 
weather, sixty five timber boats 
of all descriptions gathered at 
the RMYC Broken Bay, 
Newport for the Timber Boat 
Festival as part of the annual 
calendar of the Timber Boat 
Division of the Club.  Ranging 
from the modest to the most 
unbelievably beautiful, there 
were boats to appeal to all 
visitors.  The one common 
aspect of all the boats was that 
their owners were very proud 
and all were ready to tell their 
story of restoration, rebuilding 
or saving.  

 We were berthed alongside the 
ferry "Reliance" on one side and 
a 30' Halvorsen cruiser on the 
other.  Both owners had a 
wealth of stories.  Reliance was 
launched in 1919 and spent a 
great deal of her life on the 
postman run on the 
Hawkesbury River, then time on 
Sydney Harbour as a charter 
ferry and now starts a new life 
with a new owner as a charter 
ferry on Pittwater.  The 
Halvorsen was rescued as a 

sinking wreck, rebuilt including 
a totally replaced cabin (in solid 
teak !) and now fitted out in a 
better condition than new. 

Boat owners were asked to 
arrive on Friday in order to be 
on the marina before the visitors 
arrived on the weekend.  The 
RMYC marina staff were 
marvellous in their attention and 
skills in executing this, all 
carried out with a minimum of 
fuss and total professionalism.  
Some boats were positioned 
with only a few inches to 
spare in some tight spots.  
The WBA was well 

represented by boats 
from Botany Bay, 
Sydney Harbour and 
Pittwater.  Some of the 
boats from the Harbour 
travelled up the coast in 
company with each other.  
The oldest boat on show was 
the magnificent yacht 
Heartease built in 1897 and 
the newest was Bob Ellis' 
new cruiser Theropy. 

Similar to arriving at a 
camping ground, the weekend 
commenced with introductions 
and as the time went on and a 
few cool refreshing drinks were 
had, the ice broke and by the 
end of Sunday, everyone knew 
each other and it was a shame 
to break up the party and go 
home.  Having the facilities of 
the club available certainly 
added to the success of the 
weekend.  The Timber Boat 
Division arranged an excellent 

Saturday night dinner and 
entertainment for all 
participants.  Prizes were 
awarded to boats for the 
peoples choice and thanks were 
given to the team who had 
spent so much effort in making 
the event such a success. 

Our fears of a noisy night on the 
marina following the show were 
not realised.  There could easily 
have been parties everywhere, 
however, apart from one local 
report of snoring, all was quiet. 

It was good to see boats which 
were in pristine condition as 
well as others which were "work 
in progress", and anyone who 
would like to participate in future 
events should be encouraged 
irrespective of their boat being 
in top order or still on the way.  
There is however, a limit to the 
number of boats which can be 
accommodated. 

A top weekend.  We included 
the Festival as part of being 
away on our boat for an 
extended holiday on the 
Hawkesbury waterways.  
Maybe others could do the 
same next year.  We will be 
back . 

Rob Hardy     "Matang" 
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Following on from the weekend at the 
RMYC at Pittwater a change of pace was 
organised at Bantry Bay . 

While a few diehards faced the strong 
southerlies on Friday to secure a 
comfortable berth in the bay the event 
was heralded with the arrival of Bob Ellis 
in his new cruiser. 

Bob took the opportunity to conduct 
speed trials during the trip from Balmain 
to Middle Harbour . It seems the closer to 
Bantry the higher the speed with 19 
knots seen on the GPS. During morning 
tea (actually a beer or a bubbly) he 
confided the loss of a couple of crew 
would surely see 20 knots comfortably 
achieved. 

After lunch we conducted an observation 

trial on the northern part of Middle 
Harbour under a warm day with beautiful 
clear skies. 

Bob was first back. In fact Bernie and 
Kate were just leaving as his bow wave 
was sighted. 

While the teams were away Gayle and 
Peter set up a comfortable camp site for 
the BBQ. Knowing the trick we can use it 
again. 

Following some consideration of the 
entries the prizes were awarded. Dick 
Branson was a star. Bernie and Kate 
came second. Unfortunately their port did 
not make it to their boat. 

Sunday was again perfect for a late 
breakfast ashore and the departure of 
the yachters Chris G and Bernie and 

Kate to catch the bridge opening. Gayle 
and Peter took a short cut to pass the 
milling boats waiting for the alloted time 
to pass under the Spit Bridge. 

This left Rob and Fran plus Gino to relax 
and enjoy one of our most idyllic mooring 
spots  

On Australia Day, Tuesday 26 January 
2010 the NSW Government will stage 
celebrations in Darling Harbour, The 
Australia Day Spectacular.  This event 
has proven to be a wonderful success for 
many years with crowds of up to 200,000 
people attending the day and night time 

celebrations.   

We would like to invite vessels from The 
Wooden Boat Association to participate 
in the Celebrations in Cockle Bay as part 
of the 2010 Australia Day Spectacular 
featuring beautiful, grand and quirky 
boats that are a part of our past or 
present working life on Sydney 
waterways.  

This years parade of vessels will 
commence at 20.10pm from under the 
Pyrmont Bridge in Cockle Bay.  As 
vessels circle Darling Harbour on one of 

Australia’s most beautiful stages they 
will be reviewed by the Governor, the 
Premier of NSW, broadcast live on 
Sky Television and cheered on by the 
many thousands of spectators visiting 
the foreshore of Darling arbour to 
celebrate Australia Day in 2010.  

If you would like to discuss this 
opportunity to join in the excitement of 
Australia Day on the water in Darling 
Harbour please contact the Event 
Coordinator Astrid Sadrinna on 9555 
1222 or e-mail 
astrid@banksevents.com.au. 
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Gladesville Bowling  

and Sports Club 

Friendly Lawn Bowls Club good for 
Sports entertainment, barefoot 

bowls, lawn Bowling, Snooker, Golf, 
Deep Sea Fishing, Quality dining, 

Function room hire, cold beverages 
at the most competitive club prices.  

THE WBANSW who regularly use 
the club’s facilities suggest you 

consider membership to help support 
the club 

The next general meeting of our association on Tuesday December 8th will be the annual Hal Harpur Award presentation and 
the last meeting of 2009.  

It is customary on this evening for the bar to be open and members to provide finger food, if you are able please bring a plate 
of your favourite whatever, 

Tuesday January 26th 2010 Australia Day Regatta on Pittwater. Our most benevolent treasurer in an act of great 
generosity has waived the fees for regattas in 2010. If you completed a regatta form when renewing membership sailing 
instructions will be posted to you, if however you didn’t and would like to participate give me a call. 

We wish everyone a happy Christmas and a healthy2010.                                      
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2008 saw  David Hardy win the Hal Harpur 
award for the restoration of Toby II.  

The Judges have been appointed to inspect this 
years small list of nominees (at publication there  
were three applications received). 

It is never to early to start thinking about 
nominating for next years Hal Hapur award. I 
might nominate for the footys, that would give 
them something to think about.  I  hope you all 
have a safe and happy Christmas cheers Jeff 
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Dear Editor,     Intriguing image courtesy Mark,  I have heard of the builder WJ Goddard from that period, but was not aware of 
his location. The yacht with the separate keel and rudder could be Sunbeam, a radical 30 Ft Linear Rater design by Logan 
Bros, and in its original configuration it was a stem-headed gaff sloop, with an open cockpit. In this image it has grown a cabin 
top and a bowsprit. Behind it that big yacht could be its cousin from Logan Bros, Rawhiti,  while sitting quietly to the side is a 
neat looking double ender. The fellow peering over the fence needs a plastic milk crate to get a better view, but they are a 
some years off being invented.      Regards  David 

Check out this months contribution from Mark. I’m not sure if the 
Boat sheds name is good  PR  
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For the last 4 years I have been watching the 
progress of Bob Ellis and his boat “Theropy”. I 
listened to him at the Working with Wood show this 
year  as he told  the story of her construction. 
Finally on the 8/10/2009 on what was one of the 
windiest days in Sydney “Theropy” was launched at 
Woolwich. These photos are  just  a snapshot of the 
process, enjoy.  Jeff 
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"FOR SALE  
 
28ft 
Daydream 
Sloop 
"Eclipse"  
Unique 
design with canoe stern. Marine ply 
construction with timber spars and Volvo 
Penta inboard.  Due to house renovations, 
a baby, a toddler and a wife that doesn't 
like sailing - the boat has seen little use in 
the last two years and HAS to go.  Contact 
Dan at danielp1@tpg.com.au or 0421 744 
268 (after business hours) for details."  

Couta boat: 26’6”  Unique vintage wooden original 
Lacco classic design, built by the master himself, with 
added cabin and small flying bridge. Centre hydraulic 

steering, power anchor winch, inboard 20hp 4 cyl. Diesel motor. Original bow 
sprit mast, gaff and boom. Full history available. Price  $55,000 Valuation 
(negotiable)  Ref. Victory Location Merimbula  NSW Year 1935 Length  26ft 6in    
Beam 10ft 3in  Material NZ Kaurie Pine 
Engine  Kelvin 20hp 4cyl Diesel  Steering 
Centre hydraulic Electronics   Navman 
6600/GPS/Sounder,  Marine Radio, AM/FM 
Radio Solar Charger Win  Electric anchor 
Jib Self furling Assistance  with  relocation 
CONTACT DETAILS Ron Douglas Phone 
02 6495 3519 Email 
Kooringal4hol@bigpond.com 

�
�����
�

Hopefully  the 
only time in her 
life she will be 
40ft in the air and 
hit 80kmh. The 
crane driver 
reported that she 
weighs 4.2 tons 
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I first saw the beginnings of the Emma-
Jane when it appeared in a builder’s 
storage yard across the road from my 
office. I believe it had been there for 

some time but was obscured from view 
by a number of site offices that were 
stored there. A friend of mine runs Strath 
Steam, a company here in South 
Australia, making small marine steam 
engines and for some time I 
had pondered the idea of 
finding a suitable hull to put 
one of his engines into. On 
seeing the ‘Emma-Jane’ a 
plan galvanised in my brain 
and off I went. Discovering 
from the builder that she had 
been a fishing boat that 
worked out of the South 
Australian port of Ceduna 
and was transported back to 
Adelaide to be put in a 
kindergarten playground for the kiddies 
to play on. Apparently on seeing her, the 
parents thought she was too far gone to 
use (my wife said words to this effect 
when I proudly backed the trailer into the 
driveway, her words not published here 
for good reason) but little did they know 
what could be achieved. 

Firstly I decided that the cabin had to go 
as it would take up too much room and 
make running the steam engine difficult 
and very hot work. Most of this cabin was 
ply covered although every other rib went 
all the way the cabin top. 

As this was my first boat restoration 
things went a bit slow at times and the 
gunwales got a good polishing as much 
time was spent leaning on them 

wondering what to tackle next. The first 
job was a big clean up and to strip all the 
old paintwork inside and out, I did cheat 
a bit on some of the inside and used a 
wet sand blaster to get into some of the 
hard bits and overall that worked and as 
it was heated it removed the grease and 
oil quite well. Most of it was all elbow 
grease of course and eventually got me 
onto removing some rotten dead wood 
and extending the keel slightly so I could 
throw a larger prop, I eventually ran a 
23x14 triple blade with the steam engine. 
Now I know your saying ‘but she doesn’t 
have a steam engine,’ read on. 

Around this time I flipped her over for the 
first of many times and started to router 
out between the planks to accept the 
cedar strips I would eventually glue into 
place prior to the epoxy/glass sheath. I 
thought this job would take forever and 

be tiresome but I built a jig for the router 
to run on and it proved to be reasonably 
simple. 

When I turned the hull back over again I 
started to plan out the new decks and 
interior layout. This was daunting as I 
didn’t really know 
which way to go. Still, 
over much more 
gunwale leaning, the 
design came to be 
and over the next 
couple of years what 
you see now 
gradually took place. 
Occasionally through 
the process I would 
excitedly hurry inside 

to drag my wife out to proudly show her a 
great step forward, she always said it 
‘looked nice dear’. 

I became Mr Norton’s best customer and 
for months on end had no fingerprints but 
eventually paint and varnish started to be 
applied and with most of the work done it 
was time for the engine. I couldn’t afford 
to buy one at the time but Rodney, from 
Strath Steam, very kindly lent one to me 
for a couple of years before installing in a 
boat for himself. This is why she does 
not have one now but is fitted with a 
beautiful example of a twin cylinder 
Stuart Turner 8hp. I have recently fitted a 
Dynastart and this has made the starting 
procedure a breeze and is a job I can 
thoroughly recommend. 

I do look back at the restoration and 
rebuild with pride and fondness for the 
lovely girl and hope she finds a loving 
home to take her forward for the next 
phase in her life. If anyone reading this 
article would like to find out more about 
the Emma-Jane then I am always 
available to talk about boats, it’s the next 
best thing to simply mucking about in 
them.� 
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John contacted me re placing an advert  to reluctantly sell Emma Jane, I saw the 
photos  and instantly thought our members would enjoy the story of her restoration 
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BUY SWAP AND SELL  
WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of charge if the member’s name and phone no. Appear. Non-members 
are charged $10 for a text ad (maximum 25 words). $15 with a picture. Ads will run for two issues, members ads longer if you 
ask for an extension. Submissions close on the 20th of each month NOTE Items for free. NO Charge  

 Disclaimer 

Opinions and advise expressed in this publication and the 
Association’s meetings are those of the individual 
originator’s only. The Editor and the Association’s 
Committee do not necessarily endorse views expressed at 
such forums  

Participation in events organized by the Association may 
involve certain risks which include the possibility of harm or 
damage to vessels, equipment or persons inherently 
associated with the perils of the sea or weather. 

Such risks will require the exercise of the prior judgment of 
members  on behalf of themselves, their guests and 
invitees whether to commence or continue any particular 
activity irrespective of information supplied by Association 
officers. 

For Sale  
SCHATZ 8 day clock, 8 bells, Bronze case  
with grey metal bezel, 90 day guarantee. 
$450  Contact John Dikeman 47 392480 

"Great country retreat to build a putt putt, 
new house, great shed, 22 acres complete 
with huge lake just down the road for the 
launching. 
Must sell, special price for WBA members, 
offers around $250K considered contact 
Brian Hunter 99793873 AH. 

For sale - 16 foot Goat Island Skiff 
(GIS)  
Gracious Me  was designed by 
Michael Storer, built in Mount Barker 
SA (Duck Flat Wooden Boats) and 
Sydney.  
Launched in November 2008.  
Balanced lug rig (single sail with high 
angle sprit);  
Boat and trailer complete - $8,800  
(Call Paul on 02 9144 3975  

For Sale 

Make: Gaff Rig Sloop  C.1925 
“Barnacle”  23 foot,  9’3” beam 
Engine – single cylinder diesel 
Sail (2 tan sails)   Reg exp 18/12/09 
HIN no. AU-WWA158402AL9 
Very attractive shape 
Contact: 02 9907 7747 or 0413 919 622 
Currently moored in Balgowlah,  

For Sale Contact Ken Travers 0416048600 

For Sale Sail-row-
motor, 13’6”’ 
clinker ply boat, 
Yamaha motor, 
dunbier trailer  
$6500  contact 

Bruce McGowan on 98297139 

WANTED Vire 
6HP BVK or 
BVR. Any cond. 
or any parts to 
help restore the 
one I got.  John  
Wagemans 
0243697687 

For Sale 
Emma-
Jane LOA 
19’6” 
Beam 6’6” 

Powered 
by a twin cylinder 8HP Stuart Turner with 
electric start. Carvel hull epoxy sheathed 
and sealed. Polished decks and interior. 
Beautiful finish throughout. 

Full covers provided. Dual axle trailer. 

$25,000.00 Contact John Arnold 08 8342 
5646, or 0429 811 397  

For Sale 25’ Top Hat, long keel 
pocket cruiser in fibreglass. 13 h/p 
Sole diesel, new standing rigging, 
VHF, 27 meg, enclosed toilet, 50% 
ballast ratio, just slipped and 
antifouled. Bags of sails in fair 
condition. This may well be the first 
Tophat built by Geoff Baker. She is 
hand laid and very solid. 

Needs a bit of a tidy up but a bargain 
at $9,500.00.  0411518873 

FOR SALE Wooden hulled, Enterprise 
sailing boat.  A good holiday project! 
 Solid boat with new deck and timber 
buoyancy tanks. Transom strengthened 
to take small outboard. At 13 feet long it 
is suitable as a roomy camping/touring 
boat. Much quality work done recently, 
including back to bare wood but needs 
paint and reassembly. Includes 
substantial trailer, in good condition, 
plus lights. Also wooden mast, plus 
sails, rigging, boom and fittings. 
 Circumstances changed, so exceptional 
value at $600:00, ONO. For further 
details contact Mac Story  
024367772        macansue3@bigpond.com  
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