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The City of Newcastle came 
alive on Sunday 11th October to 
celebrate 210 years of being a 
port, with the Newcastle 
Maritime Festival, held in 
conjunction with the annual 
Mattara Festival.  Thousands 
and thousands of people 
watched and listened as the 
grand parade was held through 
the city centre, high speed ski 
boat races were held on the 
Harbour and the RAAF roulettes 
performed overhead.  The 
Newcastle Foreshore was lined 
with people, stands, exhibitions, 
activities and displays.  The 
James Craig and HMAS 
Parramatta were there, as the 
fly past of FA 18 Hornets roared 
through. 

The focus of maritime activities 
was around the Newcastle 
Maritime Centre.  There were 
displays by NSW Maritime, 
Australian Customs, NSW 
Marine Rescue, various marine 
outlets and for the first time, a 

display and stand 
from the NSW 
Wooden Boat 
Association.  We were 
positioned 
right at the 
front of the 
Maritime 
Centre 
and the 

boats on display 
complemented the 
feel of the centre.   

The Maritime Centre 
has recently moved 
into new premises in 
one of the 
refurbished old timber 
waterfront buildings at Lee 
Wharf.  Our boats, some flying 
bunting looked great amid the 
activity, generated a lot of 
interest from visitors and as a 
result, eight new members 
joined our association on the 
day.  The committee of the 
Maritime Centre was so pleased 
with our presence, that we have 
already been invited to attend 
next year and be 
positioned in the same 
area. 

Seven teams entered 
the “Quick and Dirty” 
boat building event, 
including two teams 
from the crew of the 
HMAS Parramatta.  At 

the 
conclusion 
of building 
(and after 
the speed 
boat races had 
finished) a race was 
held across the 
Harbour, around a 
buoy and return.  All 
boats made the 
course with only one 
capsize.  The 

winning entry was from GP 
Marine, Toronto, followed by a 
newly wed husband and wife 
team (“Yes Dear”), then one of 

the Navy entries. 

It was a great day, held in fine 
and dry weather, attracted 
thousands of people and the 
Association was given good 
exposure.  We were even 
mentioned on the local radio 
station, KO FM who were 
broadcasting live from the 
event.  Thanks go to our 
members who brought their 

boats and manned the stand 
and also to the members who 
travelled up from Sydney for the 
day. 

An event which should be put 
on the calendar ! 

Rob Hardy 
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I found this article in my local paper the Clarence Valley review     editor 

“Ports and Waterways Minister Joe Tripodi, has called on recreational boating community to provide feedback to a review 
of the regulatory arrangements for VHF radio. 

A discussion paper has been released by the Australian Communications and Media Authority (ACMA) following concerns 
about declining standards in the use of VHF radio by recreational boaters. 

Mr Tripodi said a marine radio was compulsory in NSW for all vessels headed two nautical miles or more offshore. “These 
radios provide a vital communication link to weather updates, navigation alerts and to search and rescue authorities in the 
event of an emergency,” he said. 

The purpose of the discussion paper, ’ VHF Marie RADIO Operator Qualification Arrangements - Non Commercial 
(Recreational) Vessels”, is to gather comment in response to concerns in the marine sector about safety and the use of 
VHF radio by recreational boaters. 

The ACMA is interested in hearing all views across the spectrum of interested paries - from individuals who operate ,marine 
radio on a recreational basis, to marine industry representatives and regulatory bodies throughout Australia.” 

Go to www.acma.gov.au  (current issues) to view the discussion paper and for more information 

Judging a Hal Harpur Award 

I’m not writing this in order to manoeuvre 
our judges in a particular direction, but I 
have been contemplating the 
responsibility of a HHA judge for the past 
few weeks.  It is most certainly not a 
straight forward task. 

Consider the following: 

The HHA is open to any person or 
persons, who in the opinion of the 
judges, has completed a project in the 
past 12 months which best contributes to 
our objectives of encouraging the 
retention of traditional wooden boat 
building skills and the preservation of 
historical wooden boats and artifacts.   

Judging is not based on mastery of 
design or quality of build but rather the 
motivation of the nominee and 
achievement of the end result. 

The type of boat nominated may use any 
single method or combination of motive 
force (row, motor, sail, paddle, steam, 
etc).  Note that the Award can also be 
given for an artefact, although this has 
not been the case as yet. 

The rules of the HHA do not specifically 
require the boat or artefact to be 
demonstrated for operability. 

So, how do you earn the honour of being 

a judge? 

Each year the Committee appoints a 
panel of three judges, selected on the 
basis of their knowledge of traditional 
wooden boat building skills and the 
preservation of historical wooden boats 
and artefacts. 

The judges must be willing to give up 
their time and in some cases have to 
travel, in order to appraise the boat or 
artefact.  Since the award is not limited to 
members of the Wooden Boat 
Association and is open to anybody in 
the State of NSW, it is therefore possible 
that we could have an entry from say, 
Broken Hill or Tweed Heads. 

Thankfully, we have not had the situation 
yet, but if the judges consider there are 
no worthy nominations, the Award will 
not be presented.  And, the decision of 
the judges is final. 

The integrity of the whole process rests 
with the judges until the night of the 
presentation.  

Most of us rarely get to see all the entries 
for any particular HHA.  We get to view 
photographs, either supplied by the 
nominees or as taken by the judges.  We 
don’t have the opportunity to talk with the 
nominees and understand their 
motivation and sense of achievement.  It 

can be challenging to make an appraisal 
based on pictures.  Remember, it is the 
person(s) that completes a project that 
best contributes to our objectives that 
gets the award.  For this reason, owners 
are to be present and interviewed when 
their “end result” is being judged. 

I read an article recently for an American 
restored or “preserved” boat competition.  
Some of their requirements were 
interesting, eg 

“preserved boats” are defined as those 
containing at least 60% of their original 
deck and topsides material.  Bottom 
replacement is expected in order for the 
boat to be serviceable.  Boats with less 
than 60% of their original deck and 
topsides material are defined as 
restored. 

Such criteria applied to the HHA could 
seriously limit the entries! 

Our Scuttlebutt editor has recently been 
regaling us on the “footy” class of model 
boats.  Is he preparing an entry for the 
2010 Hal Harpur Award? 

Currently I know of 4 members who are 
building “footys”. My little project is 
proceeding in fits and spurts as they say. I 
was  hoping to have her finished for Xmas 
but it looks like I have to pack up and move 
North. I keep nibbling at her though. Jeff 
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I have been rather tardy of late nary a word produced for P N & V, I don’t think it worried the Editor unduly he still filled the 
pages of each edition with interesting material, he does a wonderful job. 

 Recently Barbara and I visited the Hawaiian Islands, it was thoroughly enjoyable, stunningly beautiful and the locals we came 
across were very gentle and friendly. 

 We did the full on tourist thing which included a trip up a river to view a sacred site on a wooden boat, but perhaps a more ac-
curate description would be wooden Barge. It was about 50 ft long flat bottomed and purpose built to carry about 60 people, 
the propulsion was a large diesel engine controlled by the Helmsman at the Bow. The most unique aspect of the engine was 
that it was mounted outside the Barge, in effect in its own boat behind the Barge it’s powering. The two craft are connected by 
hydraulic rams so when the Helmsman turns the wheel the rams are activated the engine vessel turns and causes the Barge to 
alter course. Confused, so was I until I saw it in operation. The advantage of this arrangement is that the noise, heat and con-
siderable space saved in the Barge make for a comfortable trip for the passengers and allow space for beautiful dusky maid-
ens to strut their stuff, it’s clever, I wanted to bring one home but wasn’t allowed, no not a Barge. 

November 7 th -  Wooden Boat Festival, RMYC  

 November 14 th -  Bantry Bay. 

For want of a better name we will describe it as a car rally with boats instead of cars. I 
am a bit hazy at the moment but the aim is that it will be a fun day catering for all types 
of boats and hopefully non-boat owners also.  A course will be set by collecting clues 
around the course, a winner will be found.  Prizes will be given ashore at Bantry Bay on 
completion and a BYO BBQ will be held.  Does that make sense?  Peter Smith will 
describe in detail at the next meeting. 

December 8th  Xmas meeting &  Hal Harpur award plus our 

end of year celebration. Come along to congratulate this years Hal Harpur award 
participants and join us in some light refreshments. The bar will be open and members and their partners are asked to bring 
along the traditional plate of nibbles eg in old speak ladies a plate 

Gladesville Bowling  

and Sports Club 

Friendly Lawn Bowls Club good for 
Sports entertainment, barefoot 

bowls, lawn Bowling, Snooker, Golf, 
Deep Sea Fishing, Quality dining, 

Function room hire, cold beverages 
at the most competitive club prices.  

THE WBANSW who regularly use 
the club’s facilities suggest you 

consider membership to help support 
the club 

������	%��������	
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I make no intellectual property claims 
here but, I reckon I should spread the 
news about a (brilliant) idea I had while 
agonizing about how to make a bird’s 
mouth hollow mast for the 14ft. fiberglass 
lake boat I’m ‘timberising’ and turning 
into a safe sailing craft  to teach the 
grand-children. 

Just in case, by way of definition, the 
‘bird’s mouth’ part of it comes from the 
notion that the mast is made of  eight 
4.2m staves – each 34x17mms. One of 
the 17mm sides on each stave is 
carefully sawn twice (or routed)  along its 
full length to create a 45°  “vee” whilst 
the opposite ‘side’ remains a constant 
with 90º corners. When the male end of 
the next stave ‘slots’ in to this “vee” it 
creates an octagonal, and therefore, very 
strong 4200mms of hollow mast. 

I had been agonizing about starting the  

 

task (ain’t that typical in boat building – 
it’s the hardest bit of all – getting started) 
and I had a spare metre or so of 34x17 
which my mate John Evans and I had 
used to set up the table saw for the two 
passes at 45º - creating the ‘female end’ 
the “vee” on each stave. So, I cut up the 
short end and used it  as a sample blank. 

A God-send. I could glue it up and see 
how the whole thing was to work. Passed 
1.01. 

 

 

 

 

The concept is then to glue the timbers 
together in two halves – using masking 
tape along the full length to stop two 
opposing joins from gluing up. Then, 
dismantle it after curing (I do like Bote-
Cote because one can make up the 
‘ooze’ constituency to suit the job – 
treacle for pouring, if necessary, and 
peanut butter for verticals – no sag).  

That’s all well and good when the timber 
shape is constant. But, Michael Storer’s 
plan calls for the last 1500mm of the 
mast to taper (quite dramatically) to an 
external diameter of 38mm. Yes, but 
how? 

Line them all up side by side with the 
‘male’ edge face up. Strategically place 
some clamps to ensure they stay 
together – the lineup is only 136mm 
wide. Then, loft the plan numbers down 

the outer two edges and draw the taper 
line on each exposed side. It’s then 
simply a matter of planning and sanding - 
checking all the while with a square that 
the taper is uniform across the eight 

edges on display. (I did try to use a large 
draw blade which John had sharpened 
especially for the job. But, having eight 
different pieces of timber being covered  

by the one draw meant too many 
different grains – so, too many catches 
and potential gouges). The plane took 
the excess off in 1mm passes. 

Now, hold on – think about it – when one 
pulls all the staves together for the build 
– hey presto – the taper just happens, as 
if by magic. 

But, it’s not magic – the concept’s been 
utilized for thousands of years in ship 
building, architecture and heavy duty 
machining. 

The magic occurred (for me, at least) 
when  I hit on the idea of using the 
masking tape (which we used to secure 
the staves together – tightly – after 
pulling it together prior to gluing). When 
we had ensured the fit – and it was first 
time –I decided to cut the (about 12) tight 
masking tape bindings  longitudinally. 
So, all the tape ‘circles’ stayed in place.  

(Continued on page 5) 

Every boat-build needs its mystery 
helper - Kenyon Castle - recognise him 
from ABCTV years ago?? 

Just lying idle - waiting to get it together! 

Sample and two finished halves - turning 
sceptics into true-believers! 
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This meant that, unwrapped, all the  

staves stayed beside each other held 
together by the tape. Concertina-like, 
they simply lay on their backs with the 
“vees” exposed awaiting the Bote-Cote. 

Then, we taped along the two joins we 
didn’t want to glue and it was a case of 
many hands making light work. We had 
ten hands on the job – with four 
dedicated to making up the mix. It’s 
essential to have a “Queen of the Ooze”  
- your very own Anne Evans – dedicated 
to ensuring the ooze is in every stave 

evenly spread throughout the “vees”. 

The original wrapping tape, being still in 
place meant that the fit up was simple. 
Nothing could be in the wrong please 
and we knew it would all just dovetail 
together. 

We then went overboard with the 
clamping – 12 new taped 
‘circles’ (replacing the old binding tapes), 
14 cable ties and ten G-clamps. 

After three days, it all came apart to the 
two halves very easily – thanks to the 
longitudinal tape  and made the inside 

halves available for cleaning up the 
excess glue and sealing with two-pot. 

Then, glue and bind all over again. Job 
done! 

Essentials? Ten hands  (of friends) for 
the critical glue-ups; about 150 metres of 
plastic masking tape and champagne – 
to celebrate success. (Make sure your 
friends know there’s champagne on the 
end of the job!). 

It’s a bit nerve-wracking first time – but, I 
wouldn’t go through the anguish next 
time. Leaving the tape bindings on 
proved the breakthrough – and saved a 
few friendships! 

�
�������������������� �

Binding it tight - with masking tape. 

Preciksion - cake-decprator Anne Evans 
tries her hand at mast building! 

Cable ties, clamps - and, 
champagne. Job Done! 

"FOR SALE  
 
28ft 
Daydream 
Sloop 
"Eclipse"  
Unique 
design with canoe stern. Marine ply 
construction with timber spars and Volvo 
Penta inboard.  Due to house renovations, 
a baby, a toddler and a wife that doesn't 
like sailing - the boat has seen little use in 
the last two years and HAS to go.  Contact 
Dan at danielp1@tpg.com.au or 0421 744 
268 (after business hours) for details."  

Couta boat: 26’6”  Unique vintage wooden original 
Lacco classic design, built by the master himself, with 
added cabin and small flying bridge. Centre hydraulic 

steering, power anchor winch, inboard 20hp 4 cyl. Diesel motor. Original bow 
sprit mast, gaff and boom. Full history available. Price  $55,000 Valuation 
(negotiable)  Ref. Victory Location Merimbula  NSW Year 1935 Length  26ft 6in    
Beam 10ft 3in  Material NZ Kaurie Pine 
Engine  Kelvin 20hp 4cyl Diesel  Steering 
Centre hydraulic Electronics   Navman 
6600/GPS/Sounder,  Marine Radio, AM/FM 
Radio Solar Charger Win  Electric anchor 
Jib Self furling Assistance  with  relocation 
CONTACT DETAILS Ron Douglas Phone 
02 6495 3519 Email 
Kooringal4hol@bigpond.com 


��	����	
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Bell Rock Lighthouse is the world's 
oldest surviving sea-washed lighthouse 
and was built on Bell Rock (also known 
as Inchcape) in the North Sea, 12 miles 
(18 km) off the coast of Angus, Scotland, 
east of the Firth of Tay. Standing at 35 m 
high, the light is visible from 35 statute 
miles (55 km) inland. 
 
The masonry work on which the light 
house rests was constructed to such a 
high standard that it has not been 
replaced or adapted in almost 200 years. 
The lamps and reflectors were replaced 
in 1843, with the original equipment 
being used in the lighthouse at Cape 
Bonavista, Newfoundland where they are 
currently on display. The working of the 
lighthouse has been automated since 
1988. 
The lighthouse operated in tandem with 
a shore station, the Bell Rock Signal 
Tower, built in 1813 at the mouth of 
Arbroath harbour. Today this building 
houses the Signal Tower Museum, a 
visitor centre detailing the history of the 
lighthouse. 
The challenges faced in the building of 
the lighthouse have led to it being 
described as one of the Seven Wonders 
of the Industrial World. 
 
History 
According to legend, the rock called Bell 
Rock because of a 14th century attempt 
by the abbot from Arbroath to install a 
warning bell on it. The bell lasted only 
one year before it was stolen by a Dutch 
pirate. This story is immortalized in The 
Inchcape Rock, a famous poem by 19th 
century poet Robert Southey. The rock 
was the scene of many shipwrecks as it 
lies just below the surface of the sea for 
all but a few hours at low tide. 
By the turn of the 18th century, it was 
estimated that the rocks were 
responsible for the wrecking of up to six 
ships every winter. In one storm alone, 

70 ships were lost off the east coast of 
Scotland. The Scottish engineer Robert 
Stevenson had proposed the 
construction of a lighthouse on Bell Rock 
in 1799, but cost concerns and the 
relatively radical nature of his proposal 
caused it to be shelved. However, the 
loss of the warship HMS York and all on 
board in 1804 resulted in a furore in 
Parliament which eventually led to 
legislation being passed in 1806 enabling 
construction to begin. 
The lighthouse was built by Stevenson 
between 1807 and 1810 and the lamp 
was first lit on 1 February 1811. The 
design has some similarities to the 
earlier Eddystone Lighthouse designed 
by John Smeaton which was also built on 
an offshore reef using interlocking 
stones, but also contained newer 
features, such as rotating lights 
alternating between red and white. Later, 
the Chief Engineer on the project, John 
Rennie, disputed the amount of credit 
that Stevenson received for the design—
Rennie claimed that Stevenson's curve 
on the base of the lighthouse was 
inappropriate, though Stevenson had 
created the earlier designs based on the 
Eddystone. 
 
Construction 
n 1807 Stevenson hired 60 men, 
including a blacksmith so that the pick 
axes used to cut the foundations could 
be re-sharpened on site. Stevenson did 
not want to use black powder as it might 
have damaged the rock on which the 
lighthouse was to stand. They initially set 
sail on 17 August 1807, to be away for 
two months.[5] Much to their displeasure, 
Stevenson requested, in order for the 
lighthouse to be completed in time and 
on budget, that they work on the 
Sabbath. Despite Stevenson's insistence 
that they were doing the Lord's work, 
most of the men refused on the grounds 
that such an action would be ill received 
by God. 
For 20 hours of each day, while the rock 
was covered by up to 12 feet of water, 
the men lived on a ship moored a mile off 
the rock. The first task was to build a 
beacon house on tall wooden struts, so 
the men would have a place to stay on 
the island, instead of the time-consuming 
row to and from the ship each day and 
after an incident whereby one of the 
boats came adrift. The beacon house 
had places for 15 men. The foundations 
and beacon legs were raised during the 
first season. During the winter, 
stonemasons cut rocks for the lighthouse 
out of Aberdeen granite. 
During the spring of 1808, work 
resumed. The beacon house barracks 

was completed and the first three 
courses of stone were laid. In the whole 
of the second season, there were only 80 
hours of building work completed on the 
rock. During this time, before the 
barracks were completed, a young 
worker was knocked unconscious by a 
buoy ring and drowned. The boy was the 
prime breadwinner for the family; so 
Stevenson offered the now-vacant 
position to Alexander Scott, the younger 
brother of the drowned worker, who 
accepted. 
The beacon house withstood a heavy 
storm, and due to this, the men agreed to 
work on the Sabbath. Although they did 
not have faith in Stevenson initially, his 
design redeemed their faith. 
Stevenson was frustrated by a visit by 
Rennie, in 1809, whom he saw as 
interfering with his work. As a strategy to 
ward off further visits, he wrote Rennie a 
total of 82 letters, asking detailed 
questions about a large range of 
construction issues (including what type 
of window putty and locks to use). 
Rennie replied in detail to every letter, 
but Stevenson largely ignored the 
replies. 
During this time a worker by the name of 
Wishart had his legs crushed in an 
accident, preventing him from working 
further on the project. He asked 
Stevenson if he could be appointed 
lighthouse keeper and this was ultimately 
arranged. Work stopped on 22 August 
1809 with a large part of the tower 
completed. 
In January 1810, Stevenson's twins died 
of whooping cough, and two weeks later 
his youngest daughter Janet also died of 
this disease. Rennie wrote Stevenson a 
consoling letter. During this final period 
of construction the lighthouse became 
something of a tourist attraction. Many 
people were anxious to see the 
completion of the tallest off-shore 
lighthouse in the world. In this final 
season, while the men were staying in 
the beacon house, a 7 hour storm struck. 
Worker Charles Henderson was lost, and 
his body was never found. Work was 
finally completed, with a total of about 
2500 granite stones used during the 
construction. All stones were carried by 
one horse, named Bassey. 
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BUY SWAP AND SELL  
WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of charge if the member’s name and phone no. Appear. Non-members 
are charged $10 for a text ad (maximum 25 words). $15 with a picture. Ads will run for two issues, members ads longer if you 
ask for an extension. Submissions close on the 20th of each month NOTE Items for free. NO Charge  

 Disclaimer 

Opinions and advise expressed in this publication and the 
Association’s meetings are those of the individual 
originator’s only. The Editor and the Association’s 
Committee do not necessarily endorse views expressed at 
such forums  

Participation in events organized by the Association may 
involve certain risks which include the possibility of harm or 
damage to vessels, equipment or persons inherently 
associated with the perils of the sea or weather. 

Such risks will require the exercise of the prior judgment of 
members  on behalf of themselves, their guests and 
invitees whether to commence or continue any particular 
activity irrespective of information supplied by Association 
officers. 

For Sale  
SCHATZ 8 day clock, 8 bells, Bronze case  
with grey metal bezel, 90 day guarantee. 
$450  Contact John Dikeman 47 392480 

For Sale 

10Ft Aluminum dinghy, flat bottom plus 2hp 
Yamaha outboard motor. $600.00 for both. 
Will separately if required, contact George 
on 98196701 

"Great country retreat to build a putt putt, 
new house, great shed, 22 acres complete 
with huge lake just down the road for the 
launching. 
Must sell, special price for WBA members, 
offers around $250K considered contact 
Brian Hunter 99793873 AH. 

For sale - 16 foot Goat Island Skiff 
(GIS)  
Gracious Me  was designed by 
Michael Storer, built in Mount Barker 
SA (Duck Flat Wooden Boats) and 
Sydney.  
Launched in November 2008.  
Balanced lug rig (single sail with high 
angle sprit);  
hollow mast; perfect for sailing, 
rowing, small outboard for 4 adults + 
3-4 children.  
LOA: 16’4 2/8” – 5000mm. Beam: 
4’10” – 1470mm.  
Draft: 4” – 100mm or centerboard 
down 3’2” – 950mm  
Weight: (dry hull) 89kgs  
Sail area: 146 sq. ft.  
Construction: 6mm Gaboon Ply  

Boat and trailer complete - $8,800  
(will deliver on mainland south of 
29 degrees lat. and east of 141 
long.)   
Call Paul on 02 9144 3975  

For Sale.    
14`6 clinker built boat .Great lines but 
needs complete rebuild . On the 
transom is stamped  
"NORMANPPIOYE" and on the outside 
is"RPAYC".  $200.00. Contact Peter 
Michaels 0438463672 or 49731082 
Brightwaters.  

For Sale 

Make: Gaff Rig Sloop  C.1925 
“Barnacle”  23 foot,  9’3” beam 
Engine – single cylinder diesel 
Sail (2 tan sails)   Reg exp 18/12/09 
HIN no. AU-WWA158402AL9 
Very attractive shape 
Contact: 02 9907 7747 or 0413 919 622 
Currently moored in Balgowlah,  

For Sale Contact Ken Travers 0416048600 

For Sale Sail-row-
motor, 13’6”’ 
clinker ply boat, 
Yamaha motor, 
dunbier trailer  
$6500  contact 

Bruce McGowan on 98297139 

WANTED Vire 
6HP BVK or 
BVR. Any cond. 
or any parts to 
help restore the 
one I got.  John  
Wagemans 
0243697687 

For Sale 
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