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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN
WOODEN BOAT AND MUSIC

FESTIVAL '

RIVERPORT OF GOOLWA _____.-_

The South Australian Wooden
Boat Festival was held again in
the river port of Goolwa, at the
mouth of the once mighty
Murray, early March. This
festival has been running every
two years since the mid
eighties, & it was the precursor
to all similar events held
throughout Australia.

Being on the river with large
wharves & marinas down one
side it is ideal from a
spectator's point of view. Quite
a beautiful setting, even with
the river two meters lower than
normal.

Itis a very well run event & |
guess that the organisers
would have been very
disappointed with the
attendance on Saturday, the
first day, 13,000, | think.
Nevertheless lots of sailing,
putting & land born events went
on. Sunday triple the crowd &
more participants. With the river
so low only the "OSCAR" steam
paddle wheeler was running.
The "Cockle" train ran to Victor

Harbour both days. It
is still was a great
event, | understand
there were three other
major events that
weekend in Adelaide
& surrounds.

With the "Restricted
21's" & other classic
yachts
tacking

right in

front, with .

masts over the Alexandrina channel to Goolwa
wharf. The was almost dry!

"OSCAR" | will be back in two years &
ploughing through  pray there is more water.

the now narrow &
shallow channel.
There was little or
no water in the
marinas, & Lake

Cheers,
Dry Rot Bob Major.

See inside for more photos of
Goolwa
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This is a first for my stewardship of Scuttlebutt, NO Presidents report, why | hear you ask, he is away on a well earned “few
days off” and did not get back in time to produce his pearls of wisdom. So dear reader you are left with me to entertain you.

Some snippets from WBA's from around the country are as follows.

Did you know that the Queensland branch meet the second Tuesday of every month at the Maritime Museum following a BBQ
sounds very laid back.

In August the WBA SA is having a trip up to Renmark to visit the Paddle Steamer Industry
The WBA Vic are having their 20th Anniversary on the 28th June, have a look at their web site for further details

The WBANSW next big event is the Working with Wood Show at the old Sydney Show Ground (Fox studios) at Moore Park.
Being a part of the committee and watching what goes on to organize this event has amazed me. The number of people who
are donating their time, their vessels, your truly is busily putting together digital movies and presentations as well, to hopefully
impress the public and convince them to join us in building and restoring wooden craft. See below for all the details

Last month | wrote about the timber Paulownia a fast growing plantation timber and memories of the building game came back
to me,. | was a young apprentice in the 70’s, all the structural framing we did, was done in Douglas Fir or Oregon as we called
it, then Radiata Pine was introduced, at first we did not like its characteristics now it's all you can get and | wonder if
Paulownia is a new version of that process, we wait and see. ‘ \

Finally a late email from Bob Tullet :This guy decided to commence a
passage from Southport to Yeppoon yesterday. The forecast was seas
9 to 10 mtrs with a storm warning with winds that had at times been
recorded at 61 kts at the seaway. He attempted to go out the seaway at
3pm May 22.

Police say he may be charged

http://www.eee.net.au/showwood.php?id=sydney

The organization for the show is well under way, All the organizing is
being coordinated by Bob Ellis and the last report is that we are well
placed to provide an excellent display. This year the WBANSW has the
complete length of one wall, approx. 40m by 5m so we have plenty of
room.

It is planned that there will be static displays of boats, our projector and
seating will be set up to provide images and presentations of members
projects, there will be working presentations on building boats and work
on a small boat will be carried out to demonstrate what's involved. Bob
has told me that he has prepared the working roster so if you have
volunteered or been “volunteered” contact Bob to confirm your times.

Stating from the Thursday the 18th set up will commence, if you have some The construction of Wandeen by Peter Gossell
time to spare contact Bob Ellis on 95557293 come along and see and hear about this vessel
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There is no pleasure to be gained from reading of huge staff lay offs in the boat manufacturing industry, or from a
major brand named company being placed in receivership. The boats they produced may not be to my liking, but
we are all part of the same industry and the non timber portion is by far and away the largest stakeholder.

The reason for this state of affairs | am told is the global financial situation, not knowing any difference | will go
along with this view. So why raise this topic? Well, it came to my attention that tradesmen from Queensland who
were previously employed at the major boat manufacturing area south of the Gold Coast, have migrated to Sydney
in search of work. The leisure boating industry in times of financial uncertainty is never flush, at this particular time it
is less buoyant than usual, with more people chasing what work is available the immediate future doesn’t look too
rosy. To add to the woes of boatyard operators, it seems that boat owners are not slipping as often as usual. |
guess with a non timber hull 12 months can be stretched , but it is not advisable for wooden hulls, if the anti fouling
isn't kept in good order its akin to inviting all those nasties to a banquet. Plus to add further fuel a mooring
contractor told me he has never been so short of work, now this is serious stuff, | just hope all insurance premiums
are paid up.

You're a lucky girl Barbara to have a job.

Gladesville Bowling

and Sports Club
Christmas in July at Bantry Bay  was in some doubt due to Friendly Lawn Bowls Club good for

the wharf being closed by National Parks, but I am assured by our most Sports entertainment, barefoot
honorable secretary that this poses no problem and its definitely on, bowls, lawn Bowling, Snooker, Golf,
Saturday 18 th Sunday 19 th July , much more on this next month. Deep Sea Fishing, Quality dining,
Function room hire, cold beverages
Queens Birthday Regatta on pittwater Sunday 7th June . Sailing at the most competitive club prices.
instructions have been received by those members who previously tendered a regatta THE WBANSW who regularly use
entry form, those members who didn’t are welcome to participate, give me a ring. the club’s facilities suggest you

Incidentally the Monday is a public holiday.  Bob Tullett 99974073 consider membership to help support

the club

The notes with this photo says: "Group in boat on Hastings River going on a picnic - Port Macquarie, NSW". It must have been
Sunday, as everyone is wearing a clean
white shirt, & the ladies are sporting
sensible insect protection. More
importantly, the boat is an interesting
one - LFB is just visible on the topsides,
& she has a very fine water entry with
long elegant lines. My guess is that the
man is a river fisherman during the
week, & makes some extra money on
weekends taking picnic groups

around. It would be interesting to see
how quickly such a large load could
have been rowed by one experienced
man, given that the boat probably rows
beautifully.

Photo supplied courtesy of the State
Library of NSW photoarchives, which
can be viewed & ordered online at
http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/picman/

subj.cfm.
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Where men are men, boats are REALLY boats and the | adies are happy
about it!
The 2010 Whyte Just & Moore, Geelong Wooden Boat Fe  stival!
Labour Weekend, March 2010

Shiver your timbers and buckle your

swashes!! That's if you want to be a

y,  swashbucking' seafarer! But even if you .
%, only want to be a 'landlubber’, the Geelong

Royal Geelong Yacht Club, here on Corio
Bay for the incredible assembly of sheer
craftsmanship in the realm of boat building
and sailing, during the weekend of 6th.
7th. & 8th. of March, 2010. Early
indications are that the 2010 event will eclipse all previous festivals held in
Geelong.

There's no doubt that this assembly of well loved wooden boats, ranging
from clinker built dinghies, large topsail cutters, putt putts, dories, classic
speedboats, yachts, fishing boats, old ocean racers, harbour greyhounds and
ex-pilot launches will satisfy the most critical connoisseur in the world of
wooden boats and even delight the casual viewer.

Everyone attending will be delighted with the display of classic yachts,
wooden boat building, possibly actually in progress, the grand parade of
boats and the magnificent cavalcade of sail, plus the competition between
boat owners for the Concourse d' Elegance. Add many of the most loved and cared for wooden boats in the southern
hemisphere to the racing on Corio Bay and you've got an atmosphere that surely will please everyone! And, as the man said,
There's more! Racing for the Corio Bay Classic Wooden Yacht Cup, Passage Races from Melbourne and Portarlington and
possibly, the Couta Boat Victorian Titles! What more action is possible?! Undoubtedly, a Spectacular weekend!

Free and easy access for the general public will enable them to get full enjoyment of the outstanding display of brilliant
craftsmanship that has been handed down through the years. This weekend will provide something for everyone. Just don't
miss it!

If you want to enter, contact the RGYC at e-mail, info@rgyc.com.au, put the dates into your diary NOW and you will not
be disappointed!

For more information, contact the Royal Geelong Yacht Club on (03) 5229 3705 or the above email address.
Bob Appleton.

" #

Have you noticed Copper Boat Nails have become as rare as Salty old Shipwrights lately? This has occurred due to Otter
stopping production of Copper nails last year without warning or consultation. DRIVE Marine Services noticed this late last
year when customers started calling chasing nails and they were unable to source them from their usual wholesalers. As the
NSW Distributor for BoatCraft Pacific they would like to let you know that the BoatCraft Pacific team have taken up the slack
from Otter and are importing Copper Boat Nails from the UK with the first shipment is due to be available for sale by Monday
25 May. The sizes start out at 14 gauge (2.03mm) x %2” (19mm) long to 6 gauge (4.88mm) x 6” (150mm) long based with not
all lengths included. Roves are also available for all sizes. If you have a requirement for sizes other than those presently
being stocked, they can indent ordered with the next shipment, you should be mindful that you are looking at a 14 to 16 week
leadtime. Pricing is $80.20 per kg with part Kgs attracting a 10% handling charge. DRIVE Marine offers a 7.5% discount to
Wooden boat Association members for quantities over 1 Kg.

DRIVE Marine Services stocks the full range of BoatCraft Pacific products as their agent in NSW which covers all aspects of
boatbuilding and Boat Restoration, so they are bound to have a solution that meets your requirement. An important service
offered by DRIVE Marine is technical assistance for all products with Australian factory backup. They also have a large range
of Silicon Bronze wood screws, Coach screws, Coach bolts, nuts, bolts, washers, split pins and threaded rod available. We are
keen to support you for all of your boat building, repair and restoration products and materials.

They are only a phone call or email away if you strike problems or are not sure on the next step of your project. For more
information, contact DRIVE Marine Services at BEVERLY HILLS on 02 9533 5470 or Dave 0412 366 998 / Scott on 0413 400
124 — Email Bote-Cote@optusnet.com.au
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In a docking manoeuvre a few years ago
my friend Derek had injured a shoulder
badly, an accident which, it seemed, put
an end to his sailing life. Derek keenly
raced a Careel 18 trailer sailer on
Pittwater and elsewhere in younger
years, later moved to family sailing in a
28’ Herreshoff sloop and accidently
became owner of a large steel schooner
under construction. Having honourably
completed this worthy venture Derek
eventually shifted to a steel built Freya
sloop which was, in his own words, ‘an
absolute dream to sail'. For a year Derek
and his wife Rosemary then owned and
lived on a 40’ steel narrowboat in
England and cruised the inland
waterways of his home country. Back
again in Australia they bought a 28’
Herreshoff ketch and each year Helen
and | in our ketch Asterisk would meet up
with them in their Tarka IV for a few days
of social pleasure and exploration around
Broken Bay’'s open stretches, nooks and
crannies.

My friend had been hesitant for a long
time whether he’d be agile enough to
come sailing. | had assured him that all
he needed do was to hold the tiller — |
would do the deck work. So on a sunny
Wednesday morning in early May two
long time friends finally rowed out in
Saltpan Cove, Newport and boarded
Asterisk.

A whisper of a NW breeze, forecast to go
to NE, put the faintest streaks of texture
across the flat water. It looked promising
for a sail. | went below briefly to unlock
hatches, stow our gear and prepare to
start the engine while Derek stayed
above.

It is so rewarding to have someone
onboard who is completely attuned to
your own way of doing things, who
tackles every little procedure the way you
would do it yourself; who knows what is
going to happen next, goes to it with
quiet confidence and gets pleasure from
taking part in it all. Derek surprised me
(and maybe himself) by falling into the
role of Deckhand Supreme. Sail covers
came off, sails were hoisted — at the
mooring on Derek’s suggestion (and |
who always hated being told how to do
things) — the mooring was cast off by my
invalid mate and we were away. Clear of

Saltpan’s
numerous
buoys we cut
the engine,
pulled out the
genua,
trimmed the
sails ever so
gently and
headed off on
the first
windward leg.
Derek
tightened the
vang slightly;
he always did,
and who am |
to suggest

otherwise?

There are so

many thrills to have on a morning like
this and | felt that Derek’s senses were in
tune with my own, following the boat'’s
easy movement through the water,
feeling the breeze caressing our necks,
seeing a clear sky above us and taking in
the sight of the lush green tree canopies
on Scotland Island.

Now, Derek is a recognized Sydney
marine artist and as such his sense for
the marine landscape would be much
more highly developed than mine, but |
feel we both were able to take in the
sensations of the glorious morning, each
to his fullest ability. A finer start of a late
Indian Summer day you could never
imagine.

It is an often repeated ritual onboard
Asterisk that once we are under way,
gear stowed, sails drawing and everyone
settled on the first leg of the journey, a
glass of port appears. Derek finally got
the helm and the Skipper served him one
of Hardy’s good drops. Going on a port
tack up Pittwater in a light morning
breeze, sipping port wine with a friend,
how good can it get? Light hearted but
meaningful conversation, quiet moments
in between and the promise of a perfect
day — so immensely satisfying was the
start of our trip.

By Soldiers Point the whispering westerly

died and we motored into Coasters
Retreat to have lunch. The cockpit table
came up and Derek served up a

Derek back on Pittwater once more.

mountain of prawns and bread rolls plus
exotic beers. Helen had made us a
special mayonnaise and salad with
Tetsuya'’s dressing — catering at
Coasters had never been finer.

The wind did come back, from the
nor'east, we hoisted sails and let go of
the mooring. A couple of tacks up to
Barrenjoey in a steady little sea breeze,
Derek keenly skippering the exacting
way he always did. It was a pleasure to
watch. A fine reach back to Saltpan
followed, and before the early evening
moisture set in Asterisk was snug at her
mooring, the sails folded the way Derek
does it, and under covers. Both of us
were in the dinghy on the way to the
shore, two like minded friends very
happy after a great day on the water.

Email from Derek a few days later:
Hi Lars

Just a note of thanks for our day under
sail. | wasn’t unduly wracked with muscle
fatigue and joint pains that | was
expecting the following day. It was very
good to feel SV Asterisk spuffling along
so easily in the light airs of the day — she
does it so well. | hope we can do it
again, if Helen doesn’t mind doing the
mayonnaise! Cheers - Derek.
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BUY SWAP AND SELL

WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of charge if the member’'s name and phone no. Appear. Non-members
are charged $10 for a text ad (maximum 25 words). $15 with a picture. Ads will run for two issues, members ads longer if you
ask for an extension. Submissions close on the 20th of each month NOTE Items for free. NO Charge

For Sale

Eventide
Yacht

Stainless

pulpit and

puspit,

Toilet standard bulkhead fit out
Bed, lounge great boat to fit out

No mast, engine removed shatft still
There. Price $2000

041 604 8600

For Sale
“LORITA MARIA”
Built 1963 by
J.&M. Clist
Designer: Alan
Payne

5 Sydney-Hobart
Races

Fastnet Race
Bermuda Race
Trans Atlantic
Race

LOA 39ft, BEAM 11ft 3" DRAFT 6ft 3"

For Sale - 1/2 Share

Half Share 25 ft timber motor
sailer $25,000.

30HP BMC Diesel Engine.
Immaculate conditions with all new
gears incl. toilet,batteries,anchor
winch,stove,VHF radio,
stereo,sounder,3
sails,riggings,covers,carpets,awning.
$60,000 spent Complete
Professional refit with all receipts
Moorings at Iron Cove ( Sydney) &
Hawkesbury River.

For details & more photos pls call
Colman Tel.(02) 9181 2222, 0419
816666.
pamcol@virginbroadband.com.au

DISPLACEMENT 9.5 tons
16 Sails
Contact June Smith 0295243309

For Sale Two 8ft 6” Savage
Aluminum dinghies. Good Condition,
one with a set of oars. Will carry up to
4 persons and a good work platform if
needed, contact Peter Smith
98797095

FOR SALE

Thermo King refrlizc\;/\e/rat_ion compressor 2
cyl. with clutch. N still seale
$450.00

Air Fenders, through rope “Fendaire”
USA ask for details and price all new.

Bilge pump, Whale Gusher 25, needs
TLC FREE

Round spar approx 3" * 11ft long Teak
$200.00

Contact Roy Heine 0296603735 or
0427558269

Position Vacant

We have a part time
position available for a
tradesman to assist in the
building of a Norwalk
Island Sharpie 18ft trailer
sailer. This boat is a
historical working boat that
we wish to introduce into
the market and sell in kit form or completely built.
The position would suit a semi retired person as
the first boat we build will be the demo model. We
anticipate that the first boat will take approx 13
weeks to build. Ongoing work after this will be will
be based on sales but this could take a number of
years to build up into full production. We also
wish to introduce a canoe into the range.
Please feel free to call me if you require further
information. Alex Dunlop, Penrith Marine
0247321720

From the Editor

Jeff Clout

Last week | drove past this sign on my way back
to Sydney. This sign is just down the road from
my new home. Within 24 hours the Northern
Rivers district of NSW received approx 200mm
of rain that is 8 inches in old speak. We missed
it all otherwise this edition of Scuttlebutt would
not be here, my neighbours tell me that up until
publication they could not get into town and to
get to Grafton involves a major detour. The
water levels are slowly going down but there is
tonnes of silt and mud everywhere. The whole
river system has had a big clean out. | saw on
the news from Kempsy out at South West Rocks
at the river mouth of the Mcleay River had
spewed a plume of silt to approx 10km out to
sea. Mother nature is all powerful when she gets
wound up. By the way my new place is fine its
high and dry.

Finally we have some great events coming up
soon, | look forward to seeing you at the
Working with Wood Show, she who must be
obeyed will not let me take the credit card
though. Happy tinkering

Finally an apology to Brian Hunter, | accidently
transposed Bob Majors name as the writer of
the Pittwatter news last month when it should
have been Brian, I'll keep on trying to get it right.

Disclaimer

Opinions and advise expressed in this publication and the
Association’s meetings are those of the individual
originator’s only. The Editor and the Association’s
Committee do not necessarily endorse views expressed at
such forums

Participation in events organized by the Association may
involve certain risks which include the possibility of harm or
damage to vessels, equipment or persons inherently
associated with the perils of the sea or weather.

Such risks will require the exercise of the prior judgment of
members on behalf of themselves, their guests and
invitees whether to commence or continue any particular
activity irrespective of information supplied by Association
officers.
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The WBANSW has published vol. one of
the Australian Wooden boats, photos of
the covers to the left.

Did you know, not only does it cover many
designs of early wooden boats but also
several plans on models as well. The
association has at a modest sum full size
plans for these models contact the
secretary for details. The book is available
just contact Dick Branson on 95207557.

If you are going to the Working With
Wood Show there will be supplies of the
book and plans available, see the people
at the desk.
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