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We never complain about the
weather, it just simply doesn't
enter our heads. We can handle
the grey days, a week at a time.
Not so our solar powered ship.
Our brand new batteries were
not responding to ten hours of
cloud cover and fourteen hours
of darkness per day. They were
becoming more and more
depressed and sulky and we,
the guardians, could not
understand why.

We have a small fridge, which |
built myself and which is the
largest and most relentless
consumer of 12 volt power. We
have also adopted a laptop

Y on watch wore T-shirt
and shorts and
harness. Gilli and |

on and two hours off
during the night, the

| cooking or navigating
or any other jobs not
interfering with the break. We
have a strict rule that whilst one
is below the one up top is
always clipped on. The paper
work alone would be a pain in
the neck if one of us was lost
and if Gilli went missing who
would find the stores let alone
cook them and if | went over
who would row the dinghy to
and from the shore?

There are even more simple
things to amuse the small mind

usually have two hours

night was clear and we meaning of life’! Meantime we
had half a moon. Those will just keep sailing.

Certainly, to the sailor, the wind
is perhaps the force that is most
considered. Westwind has been
blessed these six or seven
weeks with good strong,
favourable winds. We have not
wasted them, sailing night and
day while they blew.

At the time of finishing this
article we are anchored in
Pioneer Bay, Airlie Beach, after
15 days offshore island hopping
from Bundaberg, Lady
Musgrave, North West Island,
Middle Percy, Scawfell, Long
Island (Whitsundays) and now
back on the mainland. Westwind
has amazed us at times and we
have looked after her, reefing
early and keeping her balanced.
We have a silent crew member

of a sailor. Water for example. It (Raymond) that soon tells us, if

often falls out of the sky. How
simple is that? But it does not
make its way into your tanks.
Westwind’s mate is frugal

computer that wants its share as personified. We waste nothing.

well and the C.D. player is a
surprisingly hungry luxury. On
top of all this Westwind is a
sailing boat so she does not get

She washes up in salt water
when we are out here and we

he is not happy. So at the end of
the day, if we keep Ray happy,
everyone is happy.

Often, when we are making
passage and going well, | go
forward to the shrouds, feeling
the rumble and roar of our bow

have been known to eat mouldy wave. | look aloft at the taut sails

bread. We dropped anchor at

and astern at the small crease

motored all that often. When the the Percy Islands after a 24 hourwe have left behind and think to
passage of 143 miles and let our myself, “I would love a

sun does come out there is a
notable change in activity on

hair down with a three litre

MacDonald’s hamburger right

board, the fridge gets turned up shower. — Each! It began to rain. now!”
So here we are having a shower cpyris Dicker

a bit to make up for the last
overnight passage when we

sometimes turn it off completely, with Percy Island water

things get plugged into the
inverter to charge and best of
all, there is a very cold beer and
music.

After a week in the jolly town of
Bundaberg we made a midnight
departure for Lady Musgrave
Island, 58 miles distant. The

in Bundaberg water

running off our decks.
Since then | have
rigged and tried an
effective rain catcher.
The next article may be
‘A meaning of rain’.
Perhaps | could work
myself up to ‘A

| s
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LEAKING DECKS? PRE_S—%NI'
SHPNRIGH!

Technology and tradition often hang in uneasy balance around wooden boats and COELANW T
yachts. The staunch traditionalists in the various enclaves around the country (and Boaticoating pep—
overseas) proudly display their commitment to the heritage of simply and reliably « Easy to apply Full Shipwright
equipped wooden boats. And we all respond deeply, it seems, to these boats and e Ed":i?Sj
the individuals who produce them and sail them. By contrast there are boats — « Permeable - lets wood survive Bri(l:(enr:::
even wooden boats — that offer barely a nod to their traditional forbearers and Heey Cover Maker.
which define and express their own traditions. resebrane Upholstery.
They too evoke admirable responses from us. But more and more boats are _@%x Mechanic.
evolving from solely traditional to intriguing combinations of technology and o SRR o Whart Facilties
tradition, my own boat among them. The possibilities are seemingly endless from QA 34A St. Georges
sheathing the hull of old and tired boats to the opportunities offered by lighter, _— Drammoyne 2047
stronger spars and rigging. Whenever | talk about this in terms of boats, many of Syt 1813467
my friends draw back in horror. How could | possibly think about adding modern oo Sumgt 97198361 fax

elements to such a traditional boat?

| am as astonished at their reactions as they are at my explorations. In spite of the
fact that | am deeply committed to the preservation of the finest traditional skills in the workshop and at sea, | am equally
committed to the use of the finest tools in the shop and at sea — the finest traditional tools and the finest modern tools. | love
both.

So it is perfectly consistent to me, to love not only a fine hand plane but a fine power plane. It is perfectly consistent to love not
only a beautifully built, varnished, wooden mast but a beautifully tapered aluminium mast. It is perfectly consistent to
appreciate a beautifully made set of parallel rules and sextant and a beautifully engineered GPS receiver.

In some instances we are compelled by law to carry equipment for safety purposes that traditionalists would prefer to subtly
hide rather than spoil the image of their traditional vessel.

For example, most of us fit electrical lights today rather than the traditional oil lamps.

One of the things | enjoy most about this field is that we get to balance tradition and technology in so many ways; we get to
live in the past, the present and the future.

And finally, a quote | enjoy but am unsure from who it comes from: Boats, like whiskey, are all good. TAKE CARE

BE PROP AWARE

Click for prop safety tps!

THE Working With Wood Show
June 18 -20 2010

The Entertainment Quarter Moore Park Sydney

Adults: $15.00
Concessions: $13.00

The Association have a new post office
box

PO Box 884, F
GLADESVILLE 2111

J#* | Children under 14 Free
The existing PO box at Forrestville will o \ |
remain operative for at least another 6 L i 1
months ensuring that we don't miss any =5
correspondence. The Committee saw benefit in having the post office
box located close to the Sporties Club as committee members make
at least two trips a month to the Sporties Club for meetings. (Our
Secretary also lives in Gladesville, so it is also handier for him).

Dr Chris Block and | recently
completed a trial run of the
reconstructed Random Excuse
Generator — the little known
masterwork of mechanical genius
Henry Hoke.

It was a great occasion: achieving a

sort of closure to many years of
hard work by Dr Block (who is the
Technical Director here at the
Insitute) and I.

Castlecrag Marine

Traditional shipwrights mee——-
specializing in timber
structural repairs

and workboat
conversions

SLIPWAYS TO 35 TONNES
MOORINGS TO 21M

ALL MARINE SERVICE

. POLYURETHANE PAINTING
http://www.ibys.org/shed/ YACHT BROKERAGE
Go and have a look, true aussie wit = Foot of Rockley Street, Castlecrag NSW 2068
Jeff Phone 9958 0425 all hours
Scuttlebutt  June 2010, page 2



The Timber and Working with Wood

Show will be held at the Horden Pavilion 18th -
20th June . Contact Bob Ellis

Queens
Birthday

Regatta
Pittwater Sunday

June 13th .
Contact Bob Tullett
on 02 99974073 for
details

The Association generally presents the Award each year to the person
(s) who in the past 12 months have completed a project which best
contributes to our objectives of encouraging the retention of traditional
wooden boat building skills and the preservation of historic wooden
boats and artifacts. The award is a perpetual trophy named after one
of the Associations founding members, the late Hal Harpur.

The Award is not limited to members of the Wooden Boats Association
of NSW but nominators must be members of the Wooden Boats
Association of NSW. Nominations for the next Award close on the 30th
September 2010.

Contact a Committee member for a nomination form or email the
President

This years
nominations close
on the 30th Sept

If you plan to finish
your boat this year
consider
nominating. See
our web site for an
application or see a
member of the
committee

http://wbansw.org.au

Chris and Gillie Dicker and David Hardy

On May 15, Australian Jessica Watson became the
youngest individual to sail non-stop and unassisted
around the world. Just three days after arriving in
Sydney Harbour in her pink boat, she celebrated her
17th birthday. As Jessica told the Australian crowd on
her return after 210 days at sea: "People don'’t think

Chris Dicker
WESTWIND

you're capable of these things
— they don't realise what
young people, what 16-year-
olds and girls are capable of. |
don’t consider myself a hero.
I’'m an ordinary girl who
believed in her dream."

Scuttlebutt
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These images are part of the Fred Bailey collection of
forestry related pictures donated by the Institute of
Foresters of Australia to State Forests (now trading as
Forests NSW). The pictures show Ulladulla boat building
works at Ulladulla Harbour where four of these tugboats
were built for the US Army. The works employed 20 to
100 staff, who built some thirty small vessels between
1943 and 1947 using local timbers. The photos shows
two of the four tugboats launched, with the total thirty
vessels launched a record for coastal yards of the war
and post war era.

(Edited from the http://www.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/
region/History/OnThisDay.pdf )

Safety at Sea Recreational boating, both inshore and offshore, is one of the most popular pastimes
in NSW. It is important therefore to ensure your vessel is in good order and that you are carrying all the

required safety gear.
IT COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE!

Ensure your vessel is seaworthy - check and fix faults before you go Check your safety equipment is
operational and in easy reach. Ensure you adhere to the NSW Maritime Authority minimum standards of

safety equipment. Provide properly fitting lifejackets ~ for each person on board
Have a marine radio for logging your trip with a volunteer coastal radio station
Check the weather before you leave, and get regular updates
Ensure everyone on board knows where to find the safety equipment
Do not overload your boat - never carry more passengers than stated on the Capacity
Sticker
Carry plenty of fresh water and food for the length of the trip and some extra for
emergencies, Carry a complete first aid kit , Keep a sharp knife on board in a safe but
handy place Lines and ropes should be in good condition and stored ready for use
Do not allow anyone to sit with any part of their b ody extended outside the vessel
Keep a proper lookout at all times.  Alcohol and water do not mix - keep under 0.05%
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ANNE KRUGER, PRESENTER: Seven years
ago we featured a story about an Adelaide
based engineer who'd developed a way of
making paper products from banana tree
trunks. It was one of those stories that
captured people's imagination.

We can now report the world's first factory
making paper and veneer from banana trunks
is up and running in Far North Queensland
and the man who kicked this all off is in the
throes of going global.

ROB WATKINS, BANANA GROWER:
Bananas are a fascinating crop. | never once
have learned the full capacity of the plant and
getting it to a perfectional level.

In this area they thrive through this tablelands
plateau.

PRUE ADAMS, REPORTER: You might've
gathered Rob Watkins is passionate about
bananas. He, father Bruce and the rest of the
extended Watkins family run the Mount Uncle
Banana Plantation on the Atherton
Tablelands.

They take the view the uses for banana are
limited only by imagination.

ROB WATKINS: We've always believed in
taking a risk, as long as it's not a risk that
jeopardises our company.

BRUCE WATKINS, BANANA GROWER: As
my dear old dad said: just don't go and play
tennis, go and play cricket and football and
row at the same time. So I've always been
adapted to that situation.

PRUE ADAMS: Each week, they pick and
wash and pack an astounding 35 tonnes of
Ladyfingers for markets mostly down south.
Not in any old packaging mind you. They've
developed polyester banana blankies to
protect their fruit.

On the same property, they run a cafe, tourist
shop and distillery serving out their own
special brew of banana liqueur and
sugarcane rum.

And they're at the cutting edge of an
innovative product that makes use of the
banana trunk once the giant bunches of fruit
have been removed. Every banana tree
produces just one bunch of bananas.
Normally the trunk is then chopped down and
left to rot. It's a waste, a hassle and a hazard.
BRUCE WATKINS: You can walk through
there and you can stumble over and the
tractors have got to go over it and fruit's
getting bruised and the harvesting machinery
the bagging machinery also is very unstable.
If it hits a log, it jams up.

You trail out rubbish to the end of the rows.
It's quite a headache to be quite honest.
PRUE ADAMS: There is a cure for that
headache, though all because the banana

trunks are a valuable, untapped source of
fibre.

RAMY AZER, PAPYRUS: If you take a cross
section of the banana tree trunk, in every
trunk, there is a core that runs all the way
from the ground, all the way to feed the
bunch. All these outer layers we use to make
chipboard and particle board from, but the
core inside here, it's very valuable. If you
crack it open, you find the beautiful white silky
fibres in there.

PRUE ADAMS: A decade and a half ago,
Ramy Azer had barely set foot in a banana
plantation. Now, almost every waking
moment of this Egyptian born engineer's life
is devoted to making use of the waste from
the production of bananas.

Landline first met Ramy Azer seven years
ago. He'd arrived in Australia in the mid 90s
and, after completing his engineering degree
at Adelaide University, wanted to set up a
plant making the papyrus or paper of his
homeland.

But he couldn't get held of the raw product -
Nile reeds. So he turned to another source.
RAMY AZER: Of course, banana came up as
having a huge amount of fibre. The cycle is
very quick. It takes from seven to 12 months
from bunch to bunch and therefore, every 12
months you have a whole tree and the trees
can range from three metres to six, seven
metres. So there is plenty of sustainable
continuous supply of fibre and when we
investigated the fibre, it just it was white,
strong, long, and worked fine with our
technology, so it was just a dream come true.
PRUE ADAMS: Paper made from banana
fibre was also impressively fireproof and
water resistant, as he showed us in 2003.
RAMY AZER, 2003: We all know what flame
and paper do together. But the banana paper
doesn't really keep a flame on it, which for the
building industry, that's an important thing.
And for the packaging industry as well. If you
had done the same with a normal piece of
paper, this would've been just gone by now.
So that's one issue which is safety when it
comes to fire.

The other one is water properties. Normal
paper we all know as well you put it in water
and it just disintegrates.

Our paper, even when it's fully wet, it retains
its integrity as an engineering product and
you can't even poke it.

RAMY AZER: There is a beginning to
everything. But the beginning usually is
created by certain circumstances. So when
we go back and analyse why we're using
timber and wood to make paper and wood
products, it's because the technology was

created in Europe and they only had forests
and at that time they thought that the forests
were endless. Before that, when the
Egyptians invented papyrus, they had no
forests in Egypt and therefore they used Nile
reeds the Cyprus papyrus to make. So you
usually use what you have access to.
PRUE ADAMS: By 2005, Papyrus was listed
on the Stock Exchange. Two years later, the
company achieved a patent on its banana
fibre technology and, late last year, the
world's first banana paper factory was up and
running at Walkerman in northern
Queensland.
RAMY AZER: | remember when | first studied
technology commercialisation, books talked
about from 10 to 15 years from idea to market
and | was young and | thought: well, maybe
true for other companies but | will be able to
do it in two or three.
But there are reasons why it takes so long.
It's very difficult building a new technology
from scratch.
PRUE ADAMS: The factory's on the grounds
of the Mount Uncle plantation, the property
owned by the Watkins family.
BRUCE WATKINS: Initially when we first saw
it, it was something to diversify into, make
extra income per acre, a return per acre
income and the whole idea within the
management structure was to basically get rid
of the log from the paddock, which is quite a
problem for us.
ROB WATKINS: We constantly have this
potential now to then take what we used to
cut on the ground, this massive trunk, and
use it for the good of the environment as well.
It's a phenomenal product.
BRUCE WATKINS: Basically we've lost
nothing. We've absolutely...over the last 18
months with our trials, it's made no difference
to growth rates within the bananas

(Continued on page 6)
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themselves.

Every piece is different, you know.

COLIN WYLLIE, PAPYRUS FACTORY
MANAGER: These people are experts at
what they do and to have them with the
responsibility of supplying the banana trunks
for the factory gives me goose bumps. | don't
have to go home at night thinking how I'm
going to do that next week. They're very, very
efficient.

They can tie the activities of this facility in with
their activities they have now with banana
harvesting. So it's very much the two
processes fit very tightly together.

PRUE ADAMS: Colin Wyllie manages the
Walkerman factory and says the uses for
banana fibre are extensive.

COLIN WYLLIE: It's more than just paper,
absolutely.

PRUE ADAMS: Poached from Gunns in
Tasmania, where he worked with timber
veneers, Colin Wyllie says the banana trees
have potential as durable chipboard and high
end veneers for furniture, even boats.

COLIN WYLLIE: After being in the decorative
veneer industry for nigh on 25 years there
has been a lot of...a lot of locking up of the
resource available to the industry. | saw this
as an opportunity to move on to something
different but something that actually crossed
over with something that | was already
involved in.

RAMY AZER: We stumbled across a
technology that is applicable for everything
from a cardboard box and an egg carton box
to making furniture, top class furniture and
buildings and everything else and everything
in between. So which market do you start
with? Well, logically, whoever pays more, and
timber and veneer markets, they actually pay
more for their product than the newspaper
people.

PRUE ADAMS: And it does appear as if
international businesses are lining up to find
uses for this newest of fibres.

MARIO CASSIN, TOUT BOIS MONACO:
They fall in love with the product, not with
Ramy, and | flew about 20,000 kilometres to
see how these first batches of product could
be adjusted in order to sell it to the market.

PRUE ADAMS: Mario Cassin is Italian but
runs a veneers company based in Monaco.
He has become Papyrus' European agent

and says the Jaguar car company is
interested in using the sustainable, non toxic
veneer in its dashboards. He claims the
Monaco Yacht Show was abuzz with the
potential for banana trunk veneers.

MARIO CASSIN: With the normal wood, if
you want to obtain this kind of characters, fire
retardant, water resistant, you have to add a
lot of chemicals into it which are again
polluting and so forth and so forth. So | think
the whole thing together has a brilliant future,
otherwise | wouldn't be here today.

PRUE ADAMS: Mr Cassin bought with him a
Belgian colleague involved in the production
of new boats.

PIET DE LODDER, FLEXURA BELGIUM: We
know a lot of veneers, we have hundreds of
veneers, and by the time Mario told me about
banana | was laughing. | said, "Mario, don't
tell me a joke. You have been drinking,
whatever?"

No I'm serious”, he said. Mario is a good
friend, | believe him and that's why | took the
plane 24 hours to get here.

ROB WATKINS: All | have to do now is that
one there will come down, OK? By cutting it
at about 2.5, 3 feet we then initially get...

PRUE ADAMS: As this European delegation
heard, Australia can only claim around
1/1,000th of the world's bananas.

Most are grown in developing countries.

That's where Papyrus sees enormous
potential for the technology, giving farmers
another source of income while making a
product that can replace timber and reducing
the annual 2.5 billion tonnes of banana tree
waste. That's 2.5 billion tonnes of waste from
the world's 10 million hectares of trees.
They're big numbers.

RAMY AZER: They're not 10 million hectares
that are available just once and you have to
wait 20 years like with growing timber trees,
this is every year you can harvest those 10
million hectares and obtain the fibre.

PRUE ADAMS: It's been a long journey for
Ramy Azer getting this banana paper concept
off the ground. It's an example, though, of
how a seed of an idea can result in a product
with global potential and a product that
attracted huge interest when Landline first ran
the story almost a decade ago.

RAMY AZER: Even when it was shown in

Asia and lots of other places the response

was enormous and the amount of inquiries
we got from India and Thailand and
Indonesia, Malaysia because they watched
bits of it, cut down versions of the program
and it was repeated a few times and it's
amazing how the program went so far and
was remembered for so long as well. It didn't
just happen the first week after the program.
For months, even a year after that, it was two
people were telling me about the program
and how wonderful the whole story was.
But six years later, the story still grows.

Applications Outer Layer (Veneer)

Plywood components or laminates
Carton board

components
(structural)
Moisture
resistant
laminates
(cartons,
boxes &
containers)
Decorative &

structural

veneers

Grease resistant packaging (plates,
bowls & cartons)

Furniture

Stationery & stationery components
Applications Inner Core (Veneer)
Decorative veneers

Carton board
components
(functional)
Moisture &
grease
resistant
laminates
(cartons,
boxes &

containers)
High end printing papers

Archival applications

Grease resistant packaging (plates,
bowls & cartons)

Furniture (veneers)

Stationery & stationery components

http://www.papyrusaustralia.com.au
http://www.abc.net.au/landline/
content/2010/s2875851.htm

What impressed me was the natural water
resistance of the veneers, check out these
links to see the video. Jeff
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BUY SWAP AND SELL

WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of charge if the member’'s name and phone no. Appear. Non-members
are charged $10 for a text ad (maximum 25 words). $15 with a picture. Ads will run for two issues, members ads longer if you
ask for an extension. Submissions close on the 20th of each month NOTE Items for free. NO Charge

For Sale:

4 sheets 4mm Bruynzeel gaboon
marine ply, one edge has some dam-
age. They are in Katoomba, but if
you are not in a hurry they could be
in Sydney. $100 the lot, new cost is
$65/sheet. Mark Pearse w 9282 9932
0419 124 530

For Sale

Classic 1950 Timber Speed Boat
The Sea Grub fully restored by Bruce
Gault completed Jan 2005

20ft 10” length Open timber
ribbed boat on due axel gal
trailer

Fully rebuilt 318 Chrysler fresh
water cooled
Velvet drive gear box
Hull fully stripped and glassed
over and painted in urethane
New Teak and Mahogany deck
and Fit out

Jim Ramsay 9534 4744 or

0414 806 492

FOR SALE Wooden hulled, Enterprise
sailing boat. A good holiday project!
Solid boat with new deck and timber
buoyancy tanks. Transom strengthened
to take small outboard. At 13 feet long it
is suitable as a roomy camping/touring
boat. Much quality work done recently,
including back to bare wood but needs
paint and reassembly. Includes
substantial trailer, in good condition,
plus lights. Also wooden mast, plus
sails, rigging, boom and fittings.
Circumstances changed, so exceptional
value at $600:00, ONO. For further
details contact Mac Story

024367772 macansue3@bigpond.com

For Sale 15' Putt-putt splendidly and
lovingly restored. Hull epoxy sheathed to
waterline. Majestically propelling this fine
craftis a 4 hp CLAE BANTAM engine,
fully and professionally restored. A
classic craft for a mere $8.500.- incl. reg.
trailer. John Rasmussen 99992993,
Cavan Lenaghan 0418404154

Wanted: Plastic mainsail slides 15mm
wide and 3mm deep but WITH THE
GROOVE IN THE BACK. These are not
easy to get and | will take any number
of them. Maybe you have half a dozen
in a jar in the boatshed? Name your
price. Ring Fraser on 0412 526 065.

For Sale

Inflatable tender, 1 1/2 hp motor as
new, with pump cost $950..00 con-
tact Rick on 0411624679

For Sale 18ft*5.8*12” Launch, built in
Tasmania in the 50’s. Batten seam
Carvel Construction of Huon pine over
Huon frames. 6hp Simplex: has never
had raw water through engine, always
had a heat exchanger. Freshly painted
an a good registered trailer. Ready for
the water and summer fun. Cost $12500
or best offer, John Dikeman 47392480

"SECONDS BEFORE
DEATH" (CHILLING)

WARNING! GRAPHIC
BOATING INCIDENT.

THIS IS A
PICTURE OF A MAN
WITH JUST
SECONDS
LEFT TO LIVE

(FRIGHTENING!)

Did you know that for $20.00 per
month you to can advertise your
company in Scuttlebutt , Artwork can
be done or your artwork can be used.
Contact the secretary for details

Disclaimer

Opinions and advise expressed in this publication and the
Association’s meetings are those of the individual
originator’s only. The Editor and the Association’s
Committee do not necessarily endorse views expressed at
such forums

Participation in events organized by the Association may
involve certain risks which include the possibility of harm or
damage to vessels, equipment or persons inherently
associated with the perils of the sea or weather.

Such risks will require the exercise of the prior judgment of
members on behalf of themselves, their guests and
invitees whether to commence or continue any particular
activity irrespective of information supplied by Association
officers.

Scuttlebutt
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Did you Know News has just reached us that Gipsy Moth IV probably

Britain's most famous yacht, really is for sale. She is, of course, the 53ft (16.2m)
lllingworth and Primrose ketch that took Francis Chichester around the world solo,
and into the history books, in 1966/7. She was the first round-the-world yacht
designed specifically for that task, and perhaps the last to be a central part in such a
popular tale of British patriotism. Chichester was knighted for his accomplishment,
and on his return became a national hero on a scale unknown by the sailing heros of
today.

After the voyage, the boat was half-interred in a concrete bunker at Greenwich, south-east London. She sat there for years, in
the shadow of the Cutty Sark, until a project initiated by magazine Yachting Monthly and sailing school the UKSA, hauled her
out and did a complete restoration in a record-breaking five months, during 2005. She was sent back to sea with a charge of
disadvantaged youths, making a living-history circumnavigation, cruelly interrupted by a serious grounding which, for a while,
threatened the boat's survival. Classic Boat has followed the story from the beginning and awaits the outcome of this sale with
interest. In the meanwhile, if you are interested in buying Gipsy Moth IV, please contact Sue Grant at Berthon Yacht
Brokerage. Tel: +44 (0)1590 679222. Alternatively, visit www.berthon.co.uk, where the yacht has had a separate category
created in the sales section.

Britannia is out of this year's Westward Cup in the Solent,

this 5-10 July. The replica of the 125ft (37.7m) GL Watson-

designed racing cutter of 1893, owned by the Prince of Wales

and later King George V, has been beset by bad fortune since

her build began in 1994 at Russia's Solombala Shipyard. The

last few years were a legal struggle between the shipyard and

the yacht's owner, Sigurd Coates. Coates finally extricated his

boat from the clutches of the yard, after going to the police.

Then she suffered engine failure in fog in the White Sea, en

route to Norway. Later, she broke a boom. Her non-attendance

is due to fitting out taking longer than expected because of the

extremely cold weather. She was due to attend the Westward

Cup, a one-off Royal Yacht Squadron spectacular for large

classic yachts instigated by Zbyneck Zak, owner of Eleonora, the replica of the 1909 Herreshoff racing schooner. She was also
going to take up an annual living-history museum residence at the Isle of Wight, showing members of the public what this
famous yacht was really like. This will now have to wait till next year but, as Coates points out, after the wait he has already
endured, this is "a minor hiccup by comparison."
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