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It all started many months ago,
the planning, the discussions
and all the preparations all paid
off for another successful
Working With Wood Show.

The show was held at Moore
Park at the old show ground, we
were in the Horden Pavilion
occupying the whole end wall.
Setup started at Bob Ellis’s yard
at Canterbury on the Thursday
morning in drizzly rain. All
loaded we travelled into the
showground and started setting
up the display, boats started
arriving and by mid afternoon it
was coming together and
looked impressive. It looked
stunning with the vessels lined
up, our display area and at the
end of the area the audio visual
display was setup to catch the
eye of the public entering the
hall.

Friday morning, early, David
Hardy arrived with Toby Il and

she was placed at the head of
the line. At 10.00am | had a
look at the ticket office and was
amazed at the amount of
people lined up in the rain

waiting to get in, luckily the rain
eased up at opening and we
were up and running. Friday is
traditionally “schoolies day” all
the students from many
surrounding schools come
along as part of their studies
into industrial technology so we
were fielding many questions
for assignments that were set
by their teachers. After lunch on
Friday the crowds eased
up and we got the chance
to go and have a look
around. The show
occupied both the Horden,
the adjacent courtyard
where all the timber
suppliers were and the
next hall which was were
all the commercial dealers
were.

Over the next 3 days of the
show all the volunteers were
kept busy talking about boats,
the association and what we do,
it was great to see
many WBANSW

8 information packs
being taken by
interested people.
Occupying the next
stand to us was the
Woodworking
association of Aust.
who we got to know
well over the course
of the show and new
friendships were
made. Down from us
was the various wood
turners groups and
they too chatted with
us. Ross Mclean’s partner Sally
had a free lesson turning a

maybe wanting a wood lathe for
Christmas.

This year, something new was
tried with the set up an Audio
and visual studio where our
projector screened members
projects and some of our
members spoke to an audience
in excess of 35 people at one
stage. Bob Ellis spoke about the
restoration of his couta boat,

David Hardy did his
presentation on the restoration
of Toby II, Peter Gossell did his
presentation on the construction
of Wandeen. Between these
lectures and presentations
screenings of members projects
rolled and many people just
stopped to have lunch and
watch what was happening.
Often some of the people went
to our table and picked up info
packs, it was great to see. Next
year a better sound system to
enhance the slides will be
introduced.

A special thanks to Bob Ellis for
being the project manager and
to all the people that assisted,
your efforts made it a success,
well done and see you next
year

honey dripper and enjoyed
it, look out Ross someone

There are more photos inside also
see our web site wbansw.org.au
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The buzz of power tools and the smell of
wood greeted visitors to the 2009 Timber
and Working with Wood Show. Our
Association had the largest display in
memory with Bob Ellis undertaking the
role of WBA Event Manager for the
show. Presentations by some of our
members on their restorations using our
projector and the static display of boats
drew good attendances to our stand and
certainly got the message across of what
the Association is about.

A special thank you to Bob Ellis for the
admiral effort not only throughout the

Reviewed by Dick Branson

“Wow! What a Boat!” | recall thinking it
was about 1972 and | had picked up a
copy of “Fisheries Newsletter” in full
colour on the front was “Tasmanian
Enterprise”, just launched, having been
built by Purdon and Featherstone’s in
Hobart for Bern Cuthbertson. Eighty feet
long with lovely sheer and rake Round
stern and well proportioned
superstructure with a bright red hull.
Steel (OK! | know! | know!) And
powered by an 8L3 Gardner diesel.
What better boat could a dreamer wish
for? Then there | was at the Hobart
Festival in February when the photo
appeared again.

This time on the Cover of a book, which
| promptly bought. Bern Cuthbertson is
well known to most Tasmanians and he
has also developed a following on
mainland States in the last decade or so
with his re-enactment of some of the
voyages of Matthew Flinders, on the
replica “Norfolk” in particular. Regular

show but for the many hours devoted to
planning, chasing down people and
items and fabricating the display panels
and ‘projection box’ prior to the show.

Our Scuttlebutt editor, Jeff Clout was
uploading photos and commentary to our
web site throughout the event keeping
those members who were unable to
attend fully versed on what they were
missing.

To those members who trailed their
boats to the show, thank you, as we had
a large display to fill and your boats filled
the available space splendidly.

Once again, we conducted
demonstrations on the art of copper
nailing and roving, with another of our
members providing a demonstration on
varnishing.

While this time of the year can bring on
some miserable days of weather, | am
assured by a reliable source that the
weekend of 18th and 19th July will be
dry, mostly sunny, fair winds but with
cold nights. This is the weekend of our
Christmas in July at Bantry Bay. Make a
point of coming along and having a great
time.

By Bern Cuthbertson AO

listeners to the ABC'’s “Australia All Over
“would no doubt have heard lan
McNamara talking with Bern.

Born in 1924 in Devonport, Bern’s
childhood was not easy. The Depression
soon arrived with the trials and
tribulations most of us have read about, if
not experienced. Bern’s working life
began at age thirteen, working with his
father, fishing and shipping cargo
(timber, produce, etc) in and around the
D’Entrecasteaux Channel to where the
family had moved. Times remained
tough and to add to a difficult relationship
with his father, Bern’s early years were
plagued by sea sickness. However, he
stuck at it as fishing became more
dominant, concentrating on Tasmania'’s
east and south coasts, with occasional
trips to the NSW south coast.

The family’s first boat was “Weerutta” 52
foot long and built on 1901. A number of

| boats followed and fishing was quite

successful but at 20 Bern went “on his
own”. Bern’s seafaring reputation grew
and in 1952, he was asked to skipper
“Helena”, acquired by the Nicholson
family of Aspro fame on a delivery
voyage form Hobart to Melbourne. Ten
years later, he skippered “Astor” for her
new owners to Los Angeles, from where
he went to England and acquired
“Kathleen Del Mar” a 54 foot former

Admiralty Motor Fishing Vessel.

This he sailed back to Australia with his
wife and young family as crew, arriving in

Hobart in mid 1966 after a very eventful
voyage via the Panama Canal.

Fishing continued and numerous boats
followed — “Tarkarri”, “Derwent Hunter”
Episode and others which Bern either
owned, had an interest in or at least an
influence on. Later years have seen him
involved in “Admiral”, 28 foot “excursion”
boat, believed to be the oldest
commercial vessel in Australia. She was
on display at the festival.

This book is jam packed with anecdotes
of small ships, boats, fishing, Tasmanian
geography and places of interest. The
reader will enjoy it more with a good
chart or map of Tasmania by his or her
side.

We should be very grateful that Bern,
despite his limited formal education, in
his early years, has taken the time to
record his wide maritime experience.
Perhaps this book could be sub-titled
“Small Ships Whose Lives | Shaped”.

Great reading!
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The Queens Birthday Regatta held on Sunday 7" June was very enjoyable despite a rather embarrassing blip that arose thirty
six hours prior to the start. It happened that our intended course was almost identical to that of another club, and they were
going to round the marks in the opposite direction to us, not good. But, all was very satisfactorily resolved after speaking to the
Commodore of Woody Point Yacht Club( the other party), who most generously invited us to use their course and their start
boat and attend their B.B.Q after the race, a wonderful gesture of cooperation, | am extremely grateful.

It was a very pleasant day, generally clear skies with a W-NW breeze, not a lot but enough with just a little shower at the end of
the race, all very nice. Twenty odd people came ashore at Michael Rich and families Lovett Bay Boat Shed to B.B.Q and sup
pea and ham soup, its so good to be able to use
this very special place.

Results
Rozinante Guy Russell
Etrenne Simon Sadubin
Asterisk Lars Helen Frostell
Clervaux Giff Turner
Birrahlee Ric Lapastrier
Amanda Jay McCord
Summer Wind Bob Major
Narawi Andrew Minter
Retreat Graeme Proctor
Buccaneer Ross Sally McLean
D.N.F. ;
Bimini Chris Goddard The award presentations at Lovett Gladesville Bowling
Monte Cristo Gino Coia Bay Boat shed
Magic Brian Hunter
Faerie Yours truly and SpOI‘tS Club

To Monti Cristo and Bimini who sailed from the harbour and Buccaneer who trailed up AtSelyy L) SRS G (egie) e

to participate it was a great effort and appreciated, such a shame Bimini sailed a Sports entertai.nment, barefoot
different course to everyone else! bowls, lawn Bowling, Snooker, Golf,

| know Barbara it's disappointing but some people just won't follow instructions. Deep Sea Fishing, Quality dining,

Function room hire, cold beverages
at the most competitive club prices.

# $ ## # % THE WBANSW who regularly use
the club’s facilities suggest you
Ho Ho Ho Christmas in July at Bantry Bay consider membership to help support

Saturday 18 " - Sunday 19 th July. The main event will be the club

Christmas Lunch at 1300 on Saturday, you are invited to bring the type of food
you like to eat at Christmas, be it sea food, turkey, pork or whatever, Christmas pud, mince pies, nuts, what so ever
your taste buds desire, a ham will be provided. All food will be laid out and we shall help ourselves. B.B.Qs will be

available, you will need to bring cutlery and crockery and of course your favorite tipple. Father Christmas will attend
and distribute the gift you have purchased for your partner, please $10 limit.

| STOP PRESS

How to get to Bantry Bay, those with boats don’t need me to tell them the way,

but for those of us without, boating transport will be provided: Just received information

Rod Gault “Skylark” will leave from Garigle National Park below the Roseville from John Mln_ehan, his

Bridge at 1100hrs; ring Rod on 47396558 or 0414396555 to book. company Presidents

Shipwrights have

Dick Branson “Starlight” will depart from Mosman Rowing Club Boat House, at the | hyrchased all remaining

southern end of Spit Reserve at 1100hrs. Dicks contact number is 95207557. .
stocks of copper nails and

Plenty of parking is available at both locations. This event will take place roves from Otter. Give him

regardless of weather; any queries give us a ring. a call on 91813467

Bob and Barbara Tullett 99974073
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It was with great reluctance that
Westwind returned from Tasmania at all.

On a glorious autumn morning we left the
quaint little town of Snug and eased out
into the stream of the Derwent. “Shall we
go via Denison Canal or around Cape
Pillar?” What luxury is choice? We
steered for the canal and the wind
headed us, we steered for Cape Pillar
and the same thing happened so we let
the wind argue it out. Finally we did
transit the canal, Blackmans Bay,
Marion Bay before emerging into
Mercury Passage, between Maria
Island and the mainland. The water

S

beach is interrupted by three spectacular the locker. The wind was light from the
granite outcrops one of which harbours a NW. We punched our way through the

five star rock pool.

There was not a cloud in the sky, the
rock pool sparkled and we were in. The
warm sun drying our skin on the walk
back to the boat. Yes, total contentment
is not a myth.

was so clear we could make out details g

on the bottom 18 metres down.

We tied up at the brand new wharf at
Triabunna for a couple of days before
getting earnest about another Bass Strait
crossing. Our final departure was from
Wineglass Bay where we trialled our new
twin headsail arrangement. If the wind
gets up from astern we drop the main
altogether and pole out genoa and
staysail. It worked a treat and Raymond
(automatic steering) was over the moon.
We were more than happy to let him
steer. The wind headed us however and
we had a hard beat for the last 30 miles
to Cape Barren Island, south of Flinders.

Here, though initially windy and rolly, we
stumbled on a gem. We anchored in
Jameson Bay, toward the south east of
Cape Barren Island, the wind was from
the north so we snuggled in for a couple
of days.

This side of the island was totally
deserted. There are no roads or
buildings of any kind and no sign that
anyone had been there. The beach was
white and pristine, the water clear and
clean. Jameson Bay is very large; the

The wind turned south long enough for
us to sail to Babel Island, half way up the Poor Gilli! | told her diesel is much lighter
Flinders coast. There was big surf on the than water and to have regular breaks.

beach so we gave it a day before we
landed. A dozen Cape Barren geese
made it known that we were not
welcome. Babel is one of the largest
shearwater rookeries anywhere and
walking on that fascinating island is
fraught with many pitfalls, or should |
say, Burrow falls.

That night it blew a good 50 knots from
the NW. Our

left over swell until the wind died
altogether. There was a good 40 litres of
fuel in our tanks and another 20 litre jerry
can strapped to the rail which we had left
at the Dunalley service station to fill while
we went into town. When | went to
decant this fuel into the tanks you can
imagine my surprise when | discovered it
was petrol. | even said, “Gosh”!

|For the next 203 miles we nursed that

boat along making the most of every

4zephyr of wind. In 53 hours we motor
Ssailed 48, averaging about 3.8 knots and

used about 40 litres of fuel which was all
we had. Life without a bit of excitement is
no life at all.

dTry fuelling a boat in Eden. It is a three

kilometre round trip to the service station.

She is such a sport and the carton of
beer arrived in tact though how she
managed it | do not know.

We left Eden at midnight ahead of a
strong wind warning from south. The
wind gradually picked up and so did the
seas, one or two landing in the cockpit.
Gilli said it's the roughest she has ever
seen it. Westwind had a smart passage
to Greenwell

faithful 45 Ib I
plough on the end
of 50 metres of 10 [&
mil chain kept us
safe though there
was not a lot of
sleep for the
captain. | jotted
down in the log
during the night,
‘amazing forces
at play here’.
Poor Westwind

over in the lengthy gusts. She was a
8 frightened mare in a storm, tethered
at the neck and unable to run.

By morning it was all over and we

‘| made ready for our second crossing
3 of Bass Strait. The anchor winch

: 2| handle broke on the third pump so |

handed the 50 metres of chain into

Exploring Babel Is.

Point where
we arrived at
daybreak the
next day.

The sail from
Greenwell
Point was an
S uneventful 12
N hours until we
' | opened
Botany Bay.
Just inside
the heads we

sailed all over her anchor, leaning well ¢t clobbered by a squall with the full

main up. Westwind raced along at 8
knots totally out of control until |
managed to claw the sail down. My
phone rang and a voice came over clear
and precise, “Pick that mooring up
directly to your starboard”. We were back
amongst friends....
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Ducks everywhere
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Winter Night at Lovett Bay

The soft breeze veered slightly, the boat
followed and a moonbeam entered a
porthole and reached my pillow just as |
opened my eyes at 3.30am. Helen and |
were at anchor in Lovett Bay, Pittwater
after the Queens Birthday Regatta.

The previous day we had endured
rigorous racing, then tucked into pea
soup, drinks, grilled chops and bananas
and enjoyed the prize giving and
conviviality with sailing friends in the
grounds of Lovett Bay Boatshed.

The early evening had seen us and
other crews on board Giff Turner’s
Clervaux for coffee, port and lively
conversation. We had turned in early —
after a big day.

In the cockpit the kero lamp spread its
gentle light over seats, hatches and
deck, all of it heavy with dew. The breeze
was from the west and must have
favoured skipper and crew of Bimini who
were sailing back to Sydney after the
race. Hardly a light could be seen around
the shores but the full moon shone on

glittering water, anchored boats and light
coloured tree stems ashore. Quite chilly
it was and the cosy doona down below
soon had me back in its embrace.

The previous day’s adventures kept
holding my thoughts. As we motored
across to Lovetts that morning we
spotted a red sail ahead and soon
caught up with Ross McLean'’s little
catboat, Buccaneer, gamely beating
towards the starting line. Full marks for
Ross and his plucky crew Sally for
undertaking the journey from Sutherland
to take part in the regatta and for
finishing a race which was a demanding
affair even on our boat, Asterisk, nearly
three times Buccaneer’s size. The visit to
Pittwater by Sydney based Chris
Goddard and his crew on his shipshape
sloop Bimini, and by singlehander Count
Gino Coia in the 33 ton ketch Monte
Cristo gave further eminence to the
occasion.

What a perfect day for a winter race
we had. A reliable, westerly airflow,
maybe 5 to 12 knots, with the occasional
dead spots in between, combined with
dry, clear atmosphere and agreeable
temperature. It was a plus that we had
the opportunity to join our race with that
of the Woody Point Yacht Club’s; we had
more yachts at close quarters for
comparing our boat speed.

As skipper | tend not to see any other
boats than the immediate competitors’,
but I managed to catch a glimpse of one
spectacular boat, Jay McCord’s beautiful
sloop Amanda with her spanking new,
10’ taller rig. Designed in 1936 by

together in beautiful settings, listen to
each others’ tales, banter and
experiences — and then row across to
our own home afloat and turn in.

My thoughts returned to the race.
During long stretches we battled against
the same yachts — the ideal situation,
and we had to fight for every boat length.
My beloved Number One slaved away at
the sheets like a tiger, at times seemingly
employing six, even seven arms and
taking machinegun commands from the
skipper with utmost acceptance and
forgiving grace. Once across the
finishing line, with the sails lowered and
motoring, Helen even spontaneously
exclaimed: “This is just the sort of thing
that | love”. How’s that for a sailor’s wife.

Once again that slender little
Herreshoff ketch Rozinante, sailed by
Guy Russell, was too hard to beat, and
Simon Sadubin had also placed before
us in his Ranger sloop Etrenne.

Our normal wake-up time is 5.30 but |
sheaked out in the cockpit a bit early and
lit the catalytic cabin heater, a neat old
little camping number, and brought it
below. With tea and toast in bed in a
warm cabin and a bit of reading we
waited until eventually the eastern sky
signaled the arrival of a new day.

Our thanks go to the organisers, Bob
and Barbara Tullett and our handicapper,
David Harpur, who have put on this show
for many years, and to the Michael Rich
family of Lovett Bay Boatshed for letting
us use their water front grounds for the
barbeque.

renowned Seattle naval architect
Erwin Monk, built by Tyson Brothers
of Waratah, NSW in 1948,she was in
recent years completely rebuilt by
Jay. She is a splendid, awesome
sight, a mast reaching to heaven and
a shapely new mainsail.

It was a rare treat to lie in my bunk
so early in the morning, feeling
bright, rested and snug, and thinking
of the previous day. Lucky little

vegemites we are who can meet up
and race with friends, have quality time
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BUY SWAP AND SELL

WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of charge if the member’'s name and phone no. Appear. Non-members
are charged $10 for a text ad (maximum 25 words). $15 with a picture. Ads will run for two issues, members ads longer if you
ask for an extension. Submissions close on the 20th of each month NOTE Items for free. NO Charge

For Sale

Eventide
Yacht

Stainless

pulpit and

puspit,

Toilet standard bulkhead fit out
Bed, lounge great boat to fit out

No mast, engine removed shatft still
There. Price $2000

041 604 8600

For Sale
“LORITA MARIA”
Built 1963 by
J.&M. Clist
Designer: Alan
Payne

5 Sydney-Hobart
Races

Fastnet Race
Bermuda Race
Trans Atlantic
Race

LOA 39ft, BEAM 11ft 3" DRAFT 6ft 3"

For Sale - 1/2 Share

Half Share 25 ft timber motor
sailer $25,000.

30HP BMC Diesel Engine.
Immaculate conditions with all new
gears incl. toilet,batteries,anchor
winch,stove,VHF radio,
stereo,sounder,3
sails,riggings,covers,carpets,awning.
$60,000 spent Complete
Professional refit with all receipts
Moorings at Iron Cove ( Sydney) &
Hawkesbury River.

For details & more photos pls call
Colman Tel.(02) 9181 2222, 0419
816666.
pamcol@virginbroadband.com.au

DISPLACEMENT 9.5 tons
16 Sails
Contact June Smith 0295243309

For Sale

SCHATZ 8 day clock, 8 bells, Bronze case
with grey metal bezel, 90 day guarantee.
$450 Contact John Dikeman 47 392480

For Sale

10Ft Aluminum dinghy, flat bottom plus 2hp
Yamaha outboard motor. $600.00 for both.
Will separately if required, contact George
on 98196701

FOR SALE

Thermo King refrlizc\;/\e/rat_ion compressor 2
cyl. with clutch. N still seale
$450.00

Air Fenders, through rope “Fendaire”
USA ask for details and price all new.

Bilge pump, Whale Gusher 25, needs
TLC FREE

Round spar approx 3" * 11ft long Teak
$200.00

Contact Roy Heine 0296603735 or
0427558269

For Sale Two 8ft 6” Savage
Aluminum dinghies. Good Condition,
one with a set of oars. Will carry up to
4 persons and a good work platform if
needed, $200 each contact Peter
Smith 98797095

Position Vacant

We have a part time
position available for a
tradesman to assist in the
building of a Norwalk
Island Sharpie 18ft trailer
sailer. This boat is a
historical working boat that
we wish to introduce into
the market and sell in kit form or completely built.
The position would suit a semi retired person as
the first boat we build will be the demo model. We
anticipate that the first boat will take approx 13
weeks to build. Ongoing work after this will be will
be based on sales but this could take a number of
years to build up into full production. We also
wish to introduce a canoe into the range.
Please feel free to call me if you require further
information. Alex Dunlop, Penrith Marine
0247321720

%

Well what a busy month the WBANSW has
had. | had a ball at the Working with Wood
Show, met a lot of people, gathered lots of
information, got the flu and came home with
sore feet from being on a concrete floor for 4
days but it was worth it.

I've been looking at the internet and found
the American Wooden Boat Association
have supported a miniature sailing class for
radio controlled boats called the “footy class”
and | am thinking of building one, if anyone
else is interested there is a web site devoted
to the class and the web address is:

http://footy.rcsailing.net/index.php

They look simple to build, the sailing and
design rules are straight forward and | think
this would be great fun at our events. From
what | have found construction costs are not
expensive so that’s suits me for something
to do until my job transfer happens. Tongue
firmly in cheek | can stand up and say | am a
wooden boat builder. Get building and we
will have some serious fun. Finally looking
forward to seeing you all at the Xmas in July
in a couple of weeks, Cheers Jeff

Disclaimer

Opinions and advise expressed in this publication and the
Association’s meetings are those of the individual
originator’s only. The Editor and the Association’s
Committee do not necessarily endorse views expressed at
such forums

Participation in events organized by the Association may
involve certain risks which include the possibility of harm or
damage to vessels, equipment or persons inherently
associated with the perils of the sea or weather.

Such risks will require the exercise of the prior judgment of
members on behalf of themselves, their guests and
invitees whether to commence or continue any particular
activity irrespective of information supplied by Association
officers.
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