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Christmas in July, Bantry Bay 2009  Peter Smith  

Its difficult to plan a perfect 
day on Sydney Harbour, 
however Kate, Fran and a 
host of supporters and 
helpers provided it many 
times over. 
From start to finish the 
event was all we could ask 
for. 
Chris and Gill sailed 
Westwind up from Port 
Hacking with a brisk South 
Easter pushing them along 
at up to 8 knots under twin 
headsails. They were in 
close company with Dick 
Branson and completed 
the trip in similar time.  
Friday night was an 
impromptu co-operative 
cook up on board Charita 
with Chris, Gill and Gino. 
Saturday dawned as a 

superb, sunny, warm and 
cloudless day to welcome the 
steady stream of boats arriving.  
 
While we waited for dinner time 
we spruced up the area for the 
expanse of tables and also 
Bernie made some space for 

the dinghyôs to tie up. 
Just as well as the bay 
started to fill with the 
arrival of 442, Mirkiran, 
Choof and Puff and the 
Heritage Fleetôs 
Boomerang carrying 29 
visitors dressed in their 
Christmas finery. The 
tables were loaded with a 
vast array of foods and 
goodies to taste either 
from the ice bucket, the 
BBQ or the spit 
roast. Did I mention 
the gluwein? 
 
 
Just after 1pm 
there were 64 at 
the function as 

Santa Tullet arrived by put 
put to distribute gifts to all 
at the tables. 
As sunset approached the 
visitors were picked up at 
the wharf by a flotilla of 
vessels and headed down 
the bay full of Christmas 

spirit. Ho Ho Ho.  
We were indebted to Phil and 
Heather Turvey who somehow 
were able to pack in a brazier,a 
gas BBQ and a spit to roast the 
meats. 
We stayed up late around the 
brazier, getting stuck into the 
next course of meat off the spit 
and more of Gills famous 
gluwine. 
Sunday was another perfect 
day. Some picked up the 
anchor (actually it was let go the 
buoy provided, but it doesnôt 
have the romantic overtones as 
the traditional line) to catch the 
10 am bridge opening. Others 
stayed for another champagne 
and orange before setting forth. 
For Chris and Gill the wind had 
swung to the North West giving 
them yet another down hill ride 
home to the shire. What a way 
to travel! 
For the rest it was warm and 
smooth trip home past the 
Sunday yacht racers, feet up on 
the dash and in the case of 
Charita with a coffee on the 
flybridge and with Gayle giving 
wee Densel a cuddle. 
Thanks Kate. Thanks Fran. 
Thanks Phil and Heather and 
thanks ñSantaò Tullett.  
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The Presidents Report   Chris Goddard  

For me, this last week has involved some deliberation and consternation.  A 15% Discount Voucher has arrived in 
the mail from my favourite marine retailer and the Boat Show is on at Darling Harbour.  Both these events will of 
course demonstrate to me that there is something else I need for the boat. 

Pouring over a marine catalogue for the last week determining what I might need has occupied some time and Iôm 
also confident that I will probably find some more gear at the boat show that I figure would be useful. 

Over the years, the women in my life have taught me that one of the easiest ways to save money on many items is 
by shopping at sales.  A sale must be considered not as a cost outlay but as a savings exercise.  When one arrives 
home with bags of goodies, it is not the total cost that one considers but importantly, the total savings achieved.   

In many respects, a discount voucher can be better than a gift voucher.  While the gift voucher shouldnôt be a cost 
to you, that special person that gave you the voucher, has an expectation to see you purchase something that you 
and they can look at in years to come as a reminder of what they gave you for that special occasion.  Arriving home 
with a can of antifouling paint just doesnôt seem to provide the same impact. 

Purchasing some item of safety equipment seems to restrain the interested parties when the inevitable credit card 
statement arrives as it can always be argued that the item purchased will keep one secure for a little longer, allow-
ing for continued earnings that will pay off the credit card and still 
put bread on the table. 

Well, I have cleared the investment costs from my credit card due 
to the recent Working with Wood Show and a quick check has re-
vealed my credit card is ready for some more exercise. 

I have also convinced myself that whatever I spend will be justified 
in overcoming the GFC.  Unfortunately a 10.5 metre boat can only 
hold so much................. 

If you do get to the Boat Show, be sure to look over the replica 11 
metre wooden boat ñSpirit of Mystery,ò sailed by Peter Goss and 
his crew in a re-enactment of an 1854 voyage from Cornwall to 
Australia.  It will probably be the only timber boat you will see at 
the show. 

Safe boating members; see you at our next meeting. Guest Speaker for the 

August meeting is  

Erin Dixon 
 
Community Support & Project 
Officer 
Sydney Metropolitan 

Catchment Management 

Authority 

Marine pests 

Spirit of 

Mystery 

A BIG Reminder  

Nominations for the Hal Harpur 

award close on the  30th Sept. 

Nomination forms are available from 

any committee member or the 

secretary. You can also download 

the forms from our web site  

http://wbansw.org.au  

From the Editor    Jeff Clout  

As you can see from the photos the Christmas in July was a huge success, reports tell 

me that over 60 people attended and with Boomerang sitting there added to the 

ambience, well done to the organisers. Thanks to Peter and Jill for the words and 

photos. 

You will see the reminder for the Hal Harpur award, if you have finished your boat this 

year or its nearly done think about nominating for the award, 

As the president commented, the Spirit of Mystery is in town at the boat show, Chris 

informed me that it will be here for approx. a month, by the way he is looking for a 

friendly marina, then the boat will be transported back to the UK as he does not have 

the time to sail her back. There is a good article in this months Classic Boat if you are 

interested and of course he has an excellent web site with the current photos, check it 

out, just remember the original Cornish men must have had an amazing and risky 

adventure to get here. 

Finally from the boat show, it appears that Bob Ellis and Ian Smith gained some 

celebrity status with a good write up in Sydney Morning Herald a couple of Saturdays 

ago as part of the promotion for the Boat Show, well done.      See you at the meeting. 
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Pittwater News and smoky views Bob and Barbara Tullett  

The Pittwater news in the last month has been splattered across all sections of the media and it hasnôt been happy. 
The fire that engulfed six boats at Newport injuring one man has by far and away overshadowed anything else that has 
happened in our little patch of paradise.  
I have never lost a boat so can only imagine how awful it must be. Forget the money aspect (which in this case is 
considerable), every boat is different, even if mass produced, with its own quirks and idiosyncrasies which once discovered and 
mastered endear the boat to you. 
I guess with a production boat you can get another that looks the same, but it wonôt be the same. Regrettably with a timber 
vessel like ñPearl Diverò which I assume was one of a kind and a particularly handsome boat, this is the end. Itôs very sad to me 
who admired her, to the owners who lavished care and love on her it must be totally devastating. 

Upcoming Social Events  

Newcastle Maritime Festival, Sunday October 11
th

. The association will have a presence at this event 

where boats will be displayed on trailers, promotion literature will be distributed and our banner will be flown.  
Our member on the ground in Newcastle is Rob Hardy, who advises that due to the lack of a safe wash free area at the festival 
venue our boats will remain on trailers at our designated area. 
This is the first occasion our association has exhibited in Newcastle we hope those members with suitable boats will make the 
trip up the M3, more information in future editions. 
Of particular interest will be the Newcastle Maritime Museum which previously was housed in a number of old buildings, but 
now has been resited at the Honeysuckle development which stretches along the harbour foreshore..  
Newcastle waterfront today is a far cry from the days when B.H.P. was operating in the middle of the harbour, many old 
buildings have been beautifully restored new ones erected and the area landscaped, it 
is most attractive. 
I think this event will be a grand day out and what better way to get there than by 
hassle free train, for those of us with a seniors card it will only 
cost $2:50 return, the festival is a short walk from the station. 
 
                          Train Times for Sunday 11

th
 October 

Depart Sydney Central                        Arrive Newcastle City 
          0721  express                                     1000 
          0815                                                    1101 
          0915  express                                     1151 
          1015                                                  1302 
          1115  express                                     1357 
Depart Newcastle                               Arrive Sydney Central 
          1435  express                                     1711 
          1520                                                  1806 
          1630  express                                     1909 
          1720                                                  2009 
Prior to travel it is advisable to check these times on 131500 

Gladesville Bowling  

and Sports Club  

Friendly Lawn Bowls Club good for 

Sports entertainment, barefoot 

bowls, lawn Bowling, Snooker, Golf, 

Deep Sea Fishing, Quality dining, 

Function room hire, cold beverages 

at the most competitive club prices.  

THE WBANSW who regularly use 

the clubôs facilities suggest you 

consider membership to help support 

the club 

From the Archives  
Mark Pearce  

 
Is this "Mischief", the WBA boat 

& Walter Reeks design ?   

  

Photo supplied courtesy of the State 

Library of NSW photo archives, which 

can be viewed & ordered online at 

http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/picman/

subj.cfm. 

One of Santaôs little helpers 

http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/picman/subj.cfm
http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/picman/subj.cfm
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Photos from Xmas in July Bantry Bay 2009  
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Photos from Xmas in July Bantry Bay 2009  


